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SHE HERESY -@F DEMOCRACY 


By LAWRENCE FERNSWORTH 
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—...an entering wedge for the destruction of 
democracy in the Western hemisphere.” 


S WE saw in the last part of this study, Mexico's first great 

liberal constitution, which an American Secretary of State 
called “the greatest instrument of its kind in the world,” stood 
condemned by the Pope. That condemnation set in motion an 
international intrigue which, catching Mexico in its meshes, at 
the same time challenged the position of the United States in 
Latin American affairs and tried to strike a blow at the survival 
of American democracy. The time was particularly propitious 
for this sort of intrigue. 


The year 1861 saw the United States engaged in a life-and- 
death struggle to preserve the Union. In Washington President 
Lincoln tried to hold the Union together. In the South a gallant 
soldier in the person of Robert E. Lee, who did not see things as 
they were seen at Washington, led the forces that fought to up- 
hold what they believed were the sovereign rights of the states 
that had seceded. 


From afar birds of prey already sensed decomposition; 
already smelled the death of a nation; felt the urge to hasten the 
day by their clawing and ripping at a nation in pain. 


The adventurer emperor, Louis Napoleon of France, was at 
that time aspiring to become the protector of the Papacy and so 
replace Austria which now held that role, traditional with it. He 
saw in the American struggle an opportunity to further his ambi- 
tions in the Western hemisphere and at the same time solidify 
his position with the Vatican, thereby further increasing his 
prestige. 
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each refugee with a uniform 
travel certificate identifying 
the bearer as being under the 
protection of the Diplomatic 
Corps. (5) In addition, the 
Corps could serve as an effec- 
tive medium to assure ade- 
quate and equitable distribu- 
tion of relief to the refugees. 


The campaign for the Corps 
is being successfully carried on 
throughout South and Central 
America by the Pan American 
Coordinating Committee of 
Spanish Aid Organizations, of 
which General Ldzaro Cadr- 
denas, former President of 
Mexico is Honorary President. 
The governments of our sister 
Republics are being urged to 
advise their Embassies in 
Washington to notify the State 
Department when they are 
officially authorized to cooper- 
ate fully in the matter. 


In the United States a similar 
campaign has been launched 
under the auspices of the 
United American Spanish Aid 
Committee, the U. S. affiliate of 
the Pan American Coordinating 
Committee. 


Mr. Paul C. Daniels, of the 
Division of the American Re- 
publics in the State Department, 


on August 28 authorized the 
following statement to a dele- 
gation of representatives from 
church, civic, labor, and refu- 
gee-aid organizations, which I 
had the honor to head: 

The proposal for the formation of 
a Pan American Corps of Diplomatic 
Protection met a most sympathetic 
reception from the State Department. 
Such an instrument will serve both 
practical and humanitarian ends. 
The State Department manifests a 
sincere desire to cooperate in every 
way consistent with the political 
necessity. ; 

The attitude of our State De- 
partment toward this solution 
of the problem of the anti-Fas- 
cist refugees is admirable. Let- 
ters and resolutions to the State 
Department commending it for 
the stand which it has taken, 
and urging speedy action in 
the formation of the Corps are 
being dispatched by church- 
men and other interested 
groups and individuals from 
all sections of the country. 

In this Christian and humani- 
tarian project the United States 
must assume a position of 
leadership. The leadership of 
America will assure the success 
of this endeavor, and bring new 
hope and precious freedom to 
Europe's greatest sufferers. 
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Africa are far superior to those 
in the concentration camps in 
France, and that the Trans- 
Saharan Railroad is of no mili- 
tary importance. A damning 
refutation of the French mis- 
statemenis on refugee condi- 
tions comes from the lips of the 
Medical and Social Director of 
the French Red Cross in North 
Africa, the Comtesse Ladislaus 
du Luart, who left the United 
States last month to return to 
her duties in Colomb-Bechar, 
one of the African concentra- 
tion points for refugee labor on 
the railroad. When interviewed 
before her departure this 
Vichy ageni confessed to these 
shocking conditions in the 
camps: 

Refugees are arriving in Africa in 
steadily increasing numbers. The 
railroad is being constructed south- 
ward at a rapid rate, and some 
weeks as much as fifty miles of new 
track is being laid on the desert 
sands. Last July an epidemic of 
typhus swept through Spanish Mo- 
rocco taking a terrible toll of 
thousands of lives. Eye diseases, 
aggravated by the sand and grit 
blown by the Saharan simoons, are 
everywhere prevalent. Settlements 
and work camps are vermin-infested 
and disease ridden. Water is so 
scarce as to necessitate a_ strict 
rationing of two litres per day per 
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person, and must be transported ten 
miles to reach the refugees at work. 


The soundest proposal yet 
advanced to counter the Vichy- 
Franco-Axis mistreatment of the 
refugees is the creation of a 
Pan American Corps of Diplo- 
matic Protection. 


The Corps would be com- 
posed of the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives in Vichy of all the 
American Republics created 
upon the instructions of the re- 
spective Departments of State, 
and headed by the United 
States. The principal purposes 
to be achieved are: (1) Prevent 
the deportation of anti-Fascist 
refugees to forced labor on the 
Trans-Saharan Railroad. (2) 
Prevent the forcible repatri- 
ation of anti-Fascist refugees 
to countries of their origin en- 
slaved by Hitler. (3) Improve 
conditions in the French con- 
centration camps through in- 
vestigations and recommenda- 
tions of a Joint Commission 
created, perhaps, from among 
the press attaches of the re- 
spective American Embassies. 
(4) Facilitate the evacuation 
of the refugees to countries in 
the Western Hemisphere will- 
ing to accept them, and provide 
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This matter was referred to the 
study, which presumably is still 
Pan American Union for further 
going on. 


Up to this writing Mexico has 
been most generous toward the 
Spanish refugees, providing 
asylum for some 11,000. The 
Dominican Republic, Chile, 
Cuba have taken smaller num- 
bers. But no single country, nor 
no group of small countries 
can adequately cope with the 
tremendous problem of safe- 
guarding the rights of Eu- 
rope’s uprooted populations. 
The task calls for a pooling of 
efforts by all the American 
Republics in a common cause 
to save the lives of men of 
proved loyalty to democracy. 


But we are in a race with 
time. The Vichy Government 
has already deported thou- 
sands of Spanish anti-Fascists 
to Africa to work at forced 
labor on the Trans-Saharan 
Railroad to Dakar, in violation 
of the spirit of the Vichy-Mex- 
ico agreement. French police 
have on numerous occasions 
prevented the departure of 
Spanish refugees from France, 
and, according to the New 
York Times (April 13, 1941), 


PAN-AMERICA AND VICHY SLAVERY 45 


one phase of Vichy's collabo- 
ration with the “New Order in 
Europe,” is Vichy police help 
in rounding up refugees for 
delivery to Germany, Italy and 
Spain. Wrote the Times: 

Under an agreement recently 
reached between Admiral Darlan 
and the Spanish Foreign Minister, 
Ramén Serrano Suner the informant 
said, thousands of Spanish refugees 
(Republicans) who have been living 
in concentration camps in France 
since the Spanish Civil War are be- 
ing sent to Africa to be put to work 
on the southern end of the Trans- 
Saharan Railroad. Refugees will re- 
ceive five cents a day. 

Herein lies the greatest irony 
of all. Tested anti-Fascists who 
have fought Hitlerism for many 
years—in Spain, in Germany 
under the very eyes of the 
Gestapo, in Italy, France, 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hun- 
gary and other lands—are to 
forge a strategic weapon de- 
signed for an attack upon the 
security of the Western Hemi- 
sphere and the conquest of 
Africa and the South Atlantic. 

Ambassador Gaston Henri- 
Haye, spokesman for the Vichy 
collaborationists in Washing- 
ton, has tried desperately to 
convey the impression that the 
conditions of the refugees in 
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SLAVERY 


By VER LYNN SPRAGUE 


—our defenders, now slaves of 


our enemies, are compelled to forge chains for us. 


\ I\ ] ITH kaleidoscopic swift- 


ness the war in Europe 
has catapulted the problem of 
the anti-Fascist refugees abroad 
into the minds and hearts of 
millions of liberty-loving people 
in the United States and its 
neighbor Republics. 


Approximately 500,000 Span- 


ish refugees 
made their way 
to France at the 
close of the war 
in Spain. More 
than a hundred 
thousand of these staunch anti- 
Fascists who have somehow 
managed to survive thirty long 
months of starvation, disease, 
and persecution in French con- 
centration camps, stand under 
the flag of France in the 
shadow of death. 

Can these men and women 
be saved? Can America pro- 
vide a solution for this prob- 
lem? Should it? If so, how? 

Thirteen months ago, in 
August, 1940, an agreement 


La Comtesse Ladislaus du 
Luart lets slip the truth of 
the horrors of 
slavery in Africa. 


governing the protection, main- 
tenance and evacuation of 
Spanish refugees was entered 
into between the Mexican and 
Vichy governments. This was 
followed by a series of meet- 
ings on methods of implement- 
ing the agreement between the 
members of a Joint Commission 
composed of 
representatives 
of the Mexican 
Legation and 
the French In- 
terior Ministry. 
Little positive action has re- 
sulted from the agreement and 
Vichy has failed utterly to 
carry out its obligations. 
Another effort to secure inter- 
governmental action on behalf 
of the Spanish refugees took 
place at the Pan American 
Conference of Foreign Ministers 
at Havana in July 1940 when 
the head of the Mexican dele- 
gation proposed joint action by 
the American governments to 
protect the Spanish refugees. 


the Vichy 
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advance to the edge of the su- 
pernatural, and terror-stricken 
recoil. Men could not well go 
beyond Hegel for that would 
have meant throwing them- 
selves into the arms of Chris- 
tianity. A tragic spectacle in- 
deed, this humanity outside the 
Church, this man of the early 
twentieth century who has been 
so completely uprooted. Again 
and again we are forcibly re- 
minded, as we contemplate 
him, of the great Danish writer 
Kierkegaard, who already, by 
the middle of the nineteenth 
century, had so profoundly an- 
alysed this malady of despair 
in all its metaphysical symp- 
toms, in all its disquieting forms 
and phases. : 


Are men mature enough to- 
day to understand his message 
at last? A few perhaps. A reac- 
tion has certainly set in. But the 
great masses? We can hardly 
doubt that they must still pass 
through a very long develop- 
ment before they can measure 
the extent of that tremendous 
annihilation of values which 
has taken place, step by step, 
during the last three or four 
centuries. At whose door does 
the blame for this annihilation 
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of values lie? What really is 
its ultimate and most profound 
significance? The answer to 
this question is shown clearly 
enough by the foregoing an- 
alysis of modern intellectual 
history. But I will shortly restate 
with the aid of a picture what 
is the only possible reply. 


I have often sat meditating 
before an Italian bookmarker, 
which I discovered between 
the leaves of a Dante. On this 
bookmarker there is a very 
original little picture. In the 
midst of a flowery spring land- 
scape stands a tall cross. Christ 
hangs upon it, His downward 
glance movingly expressive of 
the anguish He suffers. At the 
foot of the cross sits a man 
wearing a cowl, his face sup- 
ported in his hands, and softly 
sobbing to himself. He is Fran- 
cis. Everywhere around him 
and around the cross there is 
loneliness — dreadful, terrible 
loneliness — for all men have 
fled, and he alone has re- 
mained. Beneath the picture 
are the words, L’amore che non 
e amato, “Love that is not 
loved.” Further comment is un- 
necessary. L’amore che non e 
amato. 
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took refuge in the naturalistic 
wisdom of the stoic. Everything 
is fate, they said, and the only 
thing to do is to submit and 
keep a stiff upper lip. Others 
recognized the want from which 
humanity was suffering; and 
they took refuge in a realm of 
form. But they only prized the 
form for the sake of its prag- 
matical value. Théy took no 
account of its content, or, rather, 
they lacked the genuineness, 
the energy, the courage and 
the childlike quality which were 
necessary before they could 
accept the content. Others, 
again, looked round regretfully 
for old discarded forms and col- 
lected them with an extraordi- 
nary devotion and love. I need 
only recall Anatole France and 
his museum of religions at the 
Villa Said. And then there were 
those who did not merely turn 
reflectively towards these vari- 
ous views of the universe, but 
put them into practice, one 
after the other. They staggered 
to and fro between Buddha 
and Christ, between Lao-tsze 
and Francis, unable to find 
foothold or rest. But at the end 
of all this was the dreadful 
howling of the wolf. The spirit 
dwelling within the human ani- 
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mal shrieked aloud its testi- 
mony to the fact that man is 
not merely the final link of an 
animal evolution but the be- 
ginning of a wholly new king- 
dom, the Rubicon behind 
which there is no return. 
Since Hegel, however, the 
philosophy of immanence had 
completed its circumvallation 
wall of fatalism, and it was in 
vain that the human spirit at- 
tempted to break through it. 
The philosophic interpreters of 
the contemporary outlook now 
taught, to be sure, that we must 
take account of human person- 
ality. But when they came to 
the point where the circle of 
immanence should be pierced, 
and the way to the transcen- 
dental laid open, they shrank 
back afraid. It is in the earthen 
vessel alone that we find the 
heavenly treasure in its en- 
tirety, was the prudent opinion 
of one of them. There is some- 
thing satanic in existence, 
declared another; but — so he 
immediately modified his pro- 
nouncement—we must not, like 
the Christian mythology, take 
it seriously as a reality. We 
could go on piling up example 
upon example to prove this 
phenomenon of despair, this 
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Hitherto we have spoken 
only of the external uniformity 
of this civilization and of the 
human type it produced. It is 
time to consider them from 
within. Here we discover, in 
spite of the uniform surface, a 
really terrible lack of direction 
and of communication between 
moan and man, between soul 
and soul. There was but one 
bond of union: science, which 
explained, and explained away, 
everything. Inwardly man was 
as free as a bird in the air. Not 
only was religion solely the af- 
fair of the individual, but each 
and every kind of conception 
of the universe was equally his 
private choice, varying from 
day to day, often even from 
hour to hour. And these con- 
ceptions of the universe, count- 
less in their number and va- 
riety, were marketable like any 
other commodity. They were 
very seldom deeply rooted in 
the soil. Some there were, even, 
which were put on for impor- 
tant functions, like an order or 
dress coat. At such times peo- 
ple intoxicated themselves with 
the perfume of their eloquence, 
just as if they believed what 
they said, only to lay their 
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views aside again the next 
morming, when they had ful- 
filled their purpose. An amaz- 
ing riot of conflicting views was 
the order of the day. Woe to 
the young man who at this 
period entered the anarchy of 
the intellectual world. He must 
have fancied that he was start- 
ing on a long sea voyage, so 
tossed about was he from one 
conception of the universe to 
another. 


Shortly before his death, 
Dilthey, in complete despair, 
uttered his memorable remark 
on “the anarchy of values” in 
which we were obliged to live. 
But this anarchy of values was 
only revealed when the storm 
at last broke. Men, both great 
and small, stood like frightened 
children on the shore of time, 
while the fearful hurricane 
raged itself out and the waves 
swelled mountain-high. For the 
first time men could clearly 
measure the bankruptcy to 
which the positivist spirit had 
led mankind. The confusion 
now reached its climax. The 
division was revealed between 
man and man, indeed, in every 
human heart. A few retained 
their old pride in science and 
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that almost everyone was un- 
conscious of the mental at- 
mosphere he breathed. How- 
ever, to meet the charge of 
exaggeration I will recall two 
utterances of prominent men of 
the day, which belong to the 
time shortly preceding the ca- 
tastrophe. 


On December 3lst, 1913, the 
eminent Berlin lawyer, Joseph 
Kohler, wrote the preface to a 
book that bore the title Recht 
und Persénlichkeit. At the end 
of this preface he triumphantly 
spoke of the victory won by the 
modern mind. With particular 
pride he pointed out that war, 
like private revenge, had been, 
so to speak, left behind, thanks 
to the great strides made by 
modern reason, which, as 
Comte had already said, must 
finally succeed in abolishing 
all irrational outbursts of vio- 
lence. The fury of war, in 
Kohler’s opinion, had been 
banished to the Far East, where 
it was lingering out its last 
days. Perhaps the Berlin savant 
wrote those proud words on 
the last night of the year, ob- 
livious of the fact that with the 
stroke of twelve at his back the 
hands of the great clock of 
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world history had swung for- 
ward to the fateful year of 1914. 


This is all very well, you may — 
object, but Joseph Kohler was 
something of a visionary, with 
a head full of other things be- 
sides jurisprudence. Very well, 
then. Let me remind you of the 
words of an eminent statesman, 
who at that time held in his 
hands, to a certain extent, the 
fate of the world. It is impos- 
sible to suggest that his mind 
was feverish or eccentric. That 
man was Sir Edward Grey. 
Have we already forgotten the 
words spoken by this sober 
calculator when, at the mo- 
ment of the declaration of war, 
he sought to reassure the Ger- 
man ambassador by remark- 
ing that of course England 
would call a halt when she 
considered that the time was 
ripe. (Lichnowsky: My Mission 
to London. 1912-1914.) Were 
not such words more or less 
equivalent to Joseph Kohler’s? 
Were they not amazingly typi- 
cal of the positivist spirit that 
characterized the civilized man 
of this period, who had lost all 
understanding for the ever-im- 
penetrable irrationality of world 
history? 
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of defunct metaphysical epochs 
which repaid study. Man, on 
the contrary, it had now been 
scientifically demonstrated, was 
merely the last link of a long 
chain of animal evolution. 


This human type was made 
uniform by its official progress 
through education - factories, 
which were the same every- 
where. At the most people were 
distinguished—and the distinc- 
tion was certainly important— 
by the number of years spent 
in their education or by the 
number of books that they had 
read. They were everywhere 
uniform, with a uniform empti- 
ness and philistine superficial- 
ity. For it was easy to find 
an explanation for everything, 
when one had acquired the 
expert's glance, which could 
always be obtained, moreover, 
for a consideration. And all 
puzzles were solved, except a 
few minor details such as, for 
instance, the phenomenon of 
life, which however, it was 
hoped would shortly be pro- 
duced in a test-tube. In fact, in 


earlier days people would 
never have believed it pos- 
sible that so much could 


have been achieved by follow- 
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ing the positivist prescription. 

Above all, the days of the 
great historical cataclysms al- 
ready lay far behind. One had 
to go all the way back to 
Napoleon if one wanted, from 
the depths of a capacious arm- 
chair, to experience the agree- 
able and aesthetic sensation 
of a genuine historical thrill. 
The frontier posts of the Euro- 
pean countries were so firmly 
wedged in the ground. Beyond 
doubt, they were planted there 
for eternity. Yes, everything 
was stable, amazingly stable, 
and as for historical movement 
—well, there was a certain 
amount going on, of course, but 
that was in the far distance, in 
the Balkans—among races that 
had not as yet tasted suf- 
ficiently the blessings of Euro- 
pean civilization. 

I know that in all this I shall 
be accused of exaggeration. 
For only a very few men have 
really suffered from the spirit 
of this period; the majority felt 
themselves at ease in this su- 
perficial uniformity. And the 
impression left by the sketch I 
have given will only be height- 
ened by the necessary inclu- 
sion in the picture of the fact 
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was everywhere rampant. It 
was indeed such a wonderful 
age, so safely mapped out ac- 
cording to programme, and so 
remarkably free from prob- 
lems. Apart from the little social 
problems in Ibsen's plays, the 
insignificant difficulties of a 
Norah produced by the ennui 
of civilization, what .was there 
really to worry about, unless 
one were a misanthropic mon- 
ster like Kierkegaard or 
Nietzsche, Strindberg or Dos- 
toievski? Perhaps there were 
some problems after all — the 
labor question, for example. 
But a smoothly-functioning state 
machine was taking action to 
prevent this particular ques- 
tion from becoming too acute 
for the present. And, after all, 
it was a rather unfair question 
—something with which people 
did not care to occupy them- 
selves, because it disturbed 
their peace and quiet. The 
gathering storm-clouds of war, 
to be sure, constituted another 
problem, which people dis- 
cussed at intervals. 


But for the most part such 
discussions were not serious 
but academic, in the style of 
the as-if philosophy, because 
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in so guaranteed a period 
nothing of the kind could pos- 
sibly happen. Generally speak- 
ing, there was no such thing 
as reality; so people learnt 
from the works of the neo- 
Kantian philosophers. There are 
no such things as stars in the 
sky, Natorp was then teaching; 
they exist solely in the heaven 
of astronomers. And there is 
no such thing as real history 
either. In 1914 or 1915 an over- 
zealous disciple of Rickert de- 
clared in all seriousness to 
those who were trying to puz- 
zle out the meaning of the 
events which were then matur- 
ing that they should wait until 
at a later time the historians 
should have spoken. For, he 
argued, history is not to be 
sought in the events that occur 
from day to day; it first orig- 
inates in the historian’s system 
of categories. 


In general, reality was law, 
or, strictly speaking concept, 
nothing more. The good God— 
well, He was dead at last. At 
the most He existed only in 
theological systems. Since the 
days of Kant metaphysics has 
been finally defeated; it was 
merely the pathological history 
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higher zone of the human 
spirit which was felt by the 
man of antiquity, not to men- 
tion medieval man’s reverence 
for the supernatural. Today the 
frigid, value-indifferent Philis- 
tine holds almost undisputed 
sway. If, therefore, we are to 
be frank and to call things by 
their names, we must acknowl- 
edge that things have come to 
such a pass that today the 
noblest spirits of earlier ages 
— Plato, Plotinus, Augustine, 


and so many others — are 
spurned as out of date, as il- 
lusionists, visionaries, roman- 


tics, poetic natures, insufficient- 
ly cool—that is to say, not in- 
different enough, for nowadays 
only the disillusioned are tol- 
erated. The ages of inspiration 
and intuition are gone by, and 
already things have reached 
the pitch where a philosopher 
may quite calmly announce 
that unfortunately he has had 
no experience of intuitive pow- 
ers operative in himself. 


We have now, however, an 
inkling at least of what is want- 
ing in Western civilized man. 
Positivism and historicism be- 
tween them have nearly every- 
where produced an identical 
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human type, which outwardly 
appears of almost terrifying 
uniformity, but which inwardly 
is divided, sentimental, and so 
possessed by the phobia of il- 
lusion that he falls into a blind 
panic if he perceives anywhere 
a phenomenon which appears 
in the least incompatible with 
his mechanistic and naturalis- 
tic categories. 


This human type is uniform 
—astoundingly so, indeed—but 
chiefly wherever the modern 
gospel of disillusionment, or, 
more truly, of the desecration 
of being, has been accepted in 
an almost childish—we cannot 
say childlike—spirit, as a mat- 
ter of course. In its extreme 
form this type was, of course, 
only to be seen before the out- 
break of the great European 
catastrophe, for afterwards this 
universal fatality startled more 
or less even the most humdrum 
from the pillow of civilization. 
And yet it persists today, to 
this extent, at any rate, that 
many people still imagine them- 
selves at the recommencement 
of the good old times, if only, 
they think, tranquillity can once 
more be restored. 


Previously, however, the type 
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supernatural purification of the 
saint. The ultimate ground for 
this, however, is that a genuine 
psychology of the metaphysical 
substratum as personal no 
longer exists, but has been 
replaced by a mechanical 
psychology of acts. The con- 
cepts expressed in the terms 
“myth” and “illusion,” “ab- 
stract poetry,’ and so on, are 
in themselves witnesses to the 
disastrous misconceptions en- 
tertained by philosophy on this 
point of such decisive impor- 
tance, at any rate since the 
transcendental dialectic of Kant 
and the metaphysics of illusion 
sponsored by positivism and 
historicism. 


Unfortunately I cannot ex- 
tend this digression any fur- 
ther. Those, however, who 
would understand the thor- 
ough-going intellectual snob- 
bery that characterizes the type 
of man produced by modern 
civilization, from the standpoint 
from which alone it can be 
understood—his complete lack 
of any sense of obligation to- 
wards holiness or ethical value 
—should keep this point care- 
fully in mind.. The great 
significance of Goethe’s person- 
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ality, in spite of all his neo- 
paganism, is entirely due to the 
fact that he never permitted his 
intellectual creation to be com- 
pletely secularized in this re- 
spect, but in spite of constant 
lapses always felt himself 
obliged to a certain consecra- 
tion and purification of spirit, to 
prepare himself to receive the 
noble and holy gift of his art. 


Bound up with the question 
we have treated so cursorily is 
the relentless conflict that still 
rages between what are termed 
the pure scientists and the 
poetic scientists. That difficul- 
ties exist in this connection I 
have no wish to deny. But 
it cannot be over-emphasized 
that the campaign waged by 
the modern positivist spirit is 
and will continue to be di- 
rected fundamentally against 
every type of évdovoiaopds 
(enthusiasm). This is quite nat- 
ural. For the very concept, as 
the derivation of the term im- 
plies (€v 1@ Oe@ elvat, to be in 
God,” is strictly its fundamental 
meaning), flatly contradicts 
the positivist attitude towards 
the world. There scarcely re- 
mains a trace in modern 
man of that reverence for the 
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concursus Dei generalis and 
the supernatural concursus Dei 
specialis of grace. While ac- 
cepting this distinction in prin- 
ciple, Bonaventure postulates, 
for all higher non-supernatural 
spiritual activities, besides the 
ordinary divine cooperation, a 
special cooperation, which is 
not supernatural, it is true, but 
which, all the same, has a spe- 
cial significance and imparts a 
peculiarly sacred and mysteri- 
ous character to these spiritual 
functions. Later, in part from a 
fear of making concessions to 
pantheism, in part from the de- 
sire to maintain a firm bound- 
ary between nature and super- 
nature, this doctrine, though 
witnessed by the profoundest 
experiences of all creative 
spirits, was almost wholly aban- 
doned. I would emphatically 
insist that this denial of a spe- 
cial divine assistance initiated 
the fatal development which 
has resulted in profanation not 
only of man’s higher knowl- 
edge but of culture generally. 
This brings us to the question 
of “scientific impartiality,” the 
tranquil light of reason. 
Impartiality, ‘‘a tranquil 
light," these are certainly re- 
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quired, but they must not be 
confounded with the positivist 
indifference to values. On the 
contrary, the true impartiality, 
the tranquil light of a knowl- 
edge untrammelled by un- 
worthy bias, is the highest de- 
gree of wisdom, that is to say, 
the highest degree of the spir- 
itual love of values, the finest 
and purest conceivable tran- 
quillity and holiness of spirit. 
The destructive metaphysics of 
illusion characteristic of mod- 
ern philosophy has in its grad- 
ual development not merely 
destroyed the positive element 
of anthropomorphism, to re- 
place it by the deification of 
the machine, but it has also 
represented its principle of in- 
difference to values, which ul- 
timately is nothing more than 
a very shallow philistinism, as 
wisdom, spiritual tranquillity, 
and freedom from every kind 
of so-called illusion. It has at- 
tempted the well-nigh sacri- 
legious identification of its prin- 
ciple of indifference to values 
with that profoundly significant 
ethical purification which is the 
indispensable prerequisite of 
all higher cultural achievement, 
and a natural parallel to the 
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By PETER WUST 


[Following is the continuation of Peter Wust's eloquent 
attack on positivism, the first part of which appeared in our last 


issue. 


With Wust's strictures on the modern gnosticism we agree. 
We even agree that humanity is a tragic spectacle outside the 
Church, provided we make not the mistake of identifying the 
Church with any human institution—THE EpiTor.] 


MUST permit myself an ob- 

servation apparently irrele- 
vant, but without which it will 
be quite impossible to under- 
stand in its true nature the 
spiritual void, the appalling 
“profaneness’’ which character- 
izes the humanity produced by 
modern civilization. We have 
already seen that positivism 
includes a peculiar metaphysics 
of illusion, which, strictly speak- 
ing, is concerned with two 
points; the part played by an- 
thropomorphism, here regarded 
as purely destructive, and the 
specific “sacredness” inherent 
in every operation of the hu- 
man spirit, which does not 
merely subserve our conserva- 
tion as living beings, but min- 
isters to man’s higher spiritual 
activities. It is unnecessary here 
to go more deeply into the 


positive as opposed to the 
negative significance of an- 
thropomorphism. But the sec- 
ond point, though actually less 
frequently considered, plays a 
very important part in the his- 
tory of modern speculation. The 
entire illusion-metaphysics of 
modern philosophy since Kant 
—hboth the negative as well as 
the positive or cultural-prag- 
matic systems — constitutes in 
its very erroneousness one of 
the most instructive products of 
modern thought. 

I therefore propose to carry 
this line of thought a little fur- 
ther. I would draw attention to 
the fact that in St. Bonaventure 
the famous doctrine of the con- 
cursus Dei is far more profound 
than in later speculation. Ad- 
mittedly a distinction must be 
drawn between the natural 


From Essays 1N Orper, Sheed and Ward, N. Y. 


194] 


lest books, and owner, too, be 
sent to the county jail. 

And those who cannot bring 
themselves to burn their books 
will go out in the middle of the 
night and dig holes in their 
fields and bury their books, in 
the hope that a better day may 
come when it will again be safe 
for a man to read what books 
he chooses. 

You might not choose to read 
the books which have been 
locked up in the Oklahoma 
County Jail since August 17, 
1940. But they are books read 
by students of social and po- 
litical science in all the uni- 


I FACE AN OKLAHOMA PRISON 33 


versities in the United States. 

The beliefs of the Jehovah's 
Witnesses may not be your be- 
liefs, but they are the sincere 
religious beliefs of a great 
many people looking to God to 
establish peace and harmony 
in a world where there appears 
to be none. 

The political views of the 
Communisis and the alleged 
Communists arrested in Okla- 
homa may not be your views 
but they are legal views where 
the Constitution of the United 
States rules. Whether that 
Constitution rules in Oklahoma 
is Still to be seen. 


“Whoso takes the world's life on him, and his own lays down, 


He, dying so, lives. 


Whoso bears the whole heaviness of the wrong’d world’s weight 


And puts it by, 


It is well with him suffering, though he face man’s fate; 


How should he die? 


Seeing death hath no part in him any more, no power 


Upon his head; 


He has bought eternity with a little hour, 


And is not dead.” 


—SWINBURNE. 
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years in prison and fined $5000 
on a charge of selling books. 
The same books are in the 
University of Oklahoma Library. 
The County Attorney, Lewis R. 
Morris, said something about 
“Judas Iscariot’ and made a 
joke about choking some- 
body's “constitutional rights 
down his throat.” 


In December it was Alan 
Shaw, charged with member- 
ship in the Communist Party, 
and the County Attorney waved 
a picture of the Negro James W. 
Ford in the face of the all-white 
jury, and said: “This is the man 
the Communists want to be 
Vice-President of the United 
States.” Shaw was handed the 
same ten-year sentence and 
five thousand dollar fine given 
Robert Wood. 


Eli Jaffe got ten years and a 
fine of $5000 in April and then 
in June Ina Wood, the wife of 
Robert Wood, came up for trial. 
The prosecuting attorneys ha- 
rangued for eight hours when 
Robert Wood was on. trial. 
When twenty - one - year - old 
Alan Shaw came up, the argu- 
ment lasted ten hours. The ad- 
dress to the jury lasted twelve 
hours in the Jaffe case. In the 


August-September 
case of Ina Wood, thirteen 
hours. 


The gist of the argument in 
the case of Ina Wood was: 
They say she hasn't done any- 
thing yet.... Let's put her 
where she won't ever have the 
chance to do anything. The 
prosecuting attorney regretted 
that the law only allowed a ten 
year maximum sentence. He 
wished it was twenty years. 
The argument ran like this: 
“Ina Wood wants equality. 
Let’s give her equality, the 
same sentence her husband 
got. Let's give her ten years 
and a five thousand dollar 
fine.” 

And ten years and a five 
thousand dollar fine was what 
she got. 

Book burnings there have 
been in Oklahoma, too. The 
first was a public bonfire of the 
books stolen’ from Robert 
Wood's bookstore. It took place 
in the tabernacle of a radio 
fanatic named Dr. E. F. Web- 
ber. 


And now there are private 
book burnings. People, sensing 
the danger of possessing cer- 
tain books, furtively burn their 
own books in the back yard, 


1941] I FACE AN OKLAHOMA PRISON 31 


Whidden, once active in the un- 
employed movement, an old 
tenant farmer by the name of 
Gillespie, and the brother-in- 
law of Alan Shaw who was 
visiting Oklahoma on his vaca- 
tion. Several other people were 
held as material witnesses with 
bail set at $2000. 


We were in jail for months. 
The old farmer became sick 
and his landlady put up $50,- 
000 for him within a few weeks. 
The first of November friends 
and relatives arranged $20,000 
bail for me. In the following 
weeks the International Labor 
Defense made bond ranging 
from $2000 to $15,000 for the 
others. On December 17, the 
week before Christmas, the jail 
doors opened for the last two, 
Eli Jaffe and J. I. Whidden. 

But the books are still in jail. 
All the books from the book- 
store, estimated at about seven 
thousand, including over a 
dozen copies of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States in red, 
white and blue covers. The 
greater part of Robert Wood's 
private library. All the books in 
the home of the twenty-one- 
year-old Alem Shaw, and the 
twenty-seven-year-old Eli Jaffe. 


And all the books in my rooms. 
For a year now the trials 
have dragged through the 
courts and it appears that they 
will continue to drag through 
the courts for years to come. 
The trials go like this: The 
deputy sheriffs who made the 
raids tell how they took the 
books; the books are intro- 
duced as evidence and then the 
prosecuting attorneys read out 
of the books. The defendant is 
present but rarely mentioned. 

For not one of us is charged 
with ever committing, or advo- 
cating the commission of, any 
act of violence. They say Karl 
Marx did that. Karl Marx died 
sixty years ago. They say Lenin 
did that. Lenin is now dead 
eighteen years. They accuse 
Joseph Stalin. But Stalin does 
not live in Oklahoma. We live 
in Oklahoma and we had, 
among many others, some 
books that Marx and Lenin and 
Stalin wrote. 

They do not even attempt to 
prove that we ever read those 
books. They do not say that we 
ever expressed agreement with 
those books. 

In October 1940, Robert 
Wood was sentenced to ten 


a 
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Ina Wood and I were taken 
away and locked up incom- 
municado, in solitary confine- 
ment in the county jail. 

Nobody asked our names. 
Nobody would tell us what we 
were charged with. We asked 
in vain for a lawyer. In the next 
cell I could hear a young girl 
crying and asking alternately 
for a lawyer and a doctor. 

Many days later I learned 
what went on the afternoon of 
August 17. Deputy sheriffs de- 
scended simultaneously on 
Robert Wood's bookstore, the 
Communist Party headquarters, 
Robert Wood's home and on 
the two rooms where I lived. 
Whoever was at these places, 
they took to jail, and then they 
waited around all afternoon 
and anybody who walked up 
to any of these places went to 
jail. And then they boxed up 
the books and papers in the 
bookstore “and Wood's home 
and my home, and some other 
people's homes, and took these 
books to jail. 

Altogether about twenty of 
us disappeared off the streets 
of Oklahoma City that atfter- 
noon. We were booked under 
false names supplied by the 
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police. Nobody could find out 
what had become of us. 


During the next week, twelve 
of us were arraigned in court 
and charged with “criminal 
syndicalism.” Five of us were 
charged with “printing, pub- 
lishing, editing, issuing, cir- 
culating, selling, distributing 
and publicly displaying’ books, 
pamphlets and papers “advo- 
cating the crime of criminal 
syndicalism.” All of us were 
charged with criminal syn- 
dicalism in an_ information 
which stated that we were 
members of an organization 
which advocated the “crime of 
criminal syndicalism,”” namely 
the Communist Party. I cannot 
remember everything that was 
read to me that day in court, 
but it was full of the words 
“force and violence,” “sabo- 
tage,’ and the like. Bail was 
set for us at from $50,000 to 
$100,000 a person. 


Those charged included Rob- 
ert Wood, Ina Wood, Alan 
Shaw, City Secretary of the 
Communist Party, Eli Jaffe, for- 
mer state organizer of the 
Workers Alliance, myself, Her- 
bert Brausch, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
A. Lewis, Mr. and Mrs. J. I. 


1941 
“vagrancy” and fined me 
$19.00 and costs. 

After that I was a “fifth col- 
umnist.” 

Seeing an opportunity to 
make political capital of the 
situation, the County Sheriff, 
George Goff, organized the 
Oklahoma County Civil Guard, 
which announced its purposes 
vaguely as the combating of 
“Fifth Columnists.’ City Man- 
ager Quinn, not to be out- 
smarted, organized another 
band which he called the 
Oklahoma City Emergency De- 
fense Battalion, with similar 
vigilante purposes. By June the 
Sheriff's organization was said 
to number 2000 members. In 
November, Goff testified on the 
witness stand that the Civil 
Guard had 4000 members and 
admitted circulating the mem- 
bership inquiring as to the 
number of firearms each man 
possessed. At that same time, 
the City Manager testified his 
rival organization had 2700 
members. The Attorney Gen- 
eral of the United States ad- 
vised these men to disband 
their private armies, but both 
organizations remained intact, 
contributing to the already 
over-tense situation. 
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The next victims of the war 
hysteria were the Communists 
and those alleged to’ be Com- 
munists. 

Robert Wood, Secretary of 
the Communist Party of Okla- 
homa, was running for Con- 
gressman-at-large on the Inde- 
pendent Party ticket. His plat- 
form stressed the condition of 
the unemployed. 

Herbert Brausch, a member 
of the Hodcarriers Union, and 
C. A. Lewis, a man who made 
his living raising chickens and 
rabbits, were running as Inde- 
pendents for the County Com- 
mission. They had issued state- 
ments advocating increased 
relief for the unemployed. 

These people were friends of 
mine. 

August 17, 1940, was a hot 
day, as one would expect in 
Oklahoma City. I stopped in at 
the bookstore run by Robert 
Wood. Wood, his wife Ina told 
me, was sick at home. I talked 
with her a while, then bor- 
rowed the use of the typewriter 
to write to friends back East. 
This was around twelve o'clock. 
Everything was quiet and 
peaceful. 

Suddenly a constable ap- 
peared, and by twelve-fifteen 
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Shortly after I moved to the 
Southwest, the local papers 
began a hue and cry against 
“fifth columnists.” 


The first casualties of the 
Oklahoma drive were Jehovah's 
Witnesses, of whom there are 
many in Oklahoma. Among the 
common people there must be 
very few who do not have at 
least one friend or relative 
active in the Witnesses’ work. 


The Witnesses became the 
object of outrageous gang at- 
tacks. Groups of American Le- 
gionnaires, a power in Okla- 
homa politics, beat them up, 
burned their books, destroyed 
their phonograph records, 
burned their cars, chased them 
out of one town after another. 
In one instance, the Witnesses’ 
lawyer was thrown in jail, too, 
and the bondsman beaten up 
publicly in the town hall. Three 
children who had been brought 
up to believe that it was 
against the Second Command- 
ment to salute the flag were 
judged “neglected” and taken 
away from their parents. In 
protest against this violence, I 
wrote a letter to the local paper 
condemning the rowdies from 
the American Legion. And soon 
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after I heard from a friend that 
they were out to get me. 


After a long campaign by 
the Workers Alliance, and the 
help of other groups, like the 
retail grocers, Oklahoma 
County decided to participate 
in the Food Stamp Plan. This 
would give each of the unem- 
ployed two dollars worth of 
surplus commodities a month 
for each member of his family, 
to be bought as needed from 
his local grocer. The Food 
Stamp office opened on May 
16. Day after day hundreds of 
men and women stood in line 
in the hot Southwestern sun 
waiting for the promised food 
stamps. Few of the hungry got 
them, for no record of the WPA 
dismissals had been kept for 
many months. After negotiating 
for ten days, the Workers Al- 
liomce began to picket the 
Food Stamp office and to dis- 
tribute leaflets to the public 
explaining the situation. I led 
one end of this picket line. The 
police chief said we were try- 
ing “to overthrow the govern- 
ment” and locked me up in ithe 
city jail. 

The next day in court, the 
judge pronounced me guilty of 
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had tens of thousands of fol- 
lowers. Today large numbers 
of the aging are admirers of 
Dr. Townsend whom they re- 
gard as a sort of saint. Some 
believe that doing away with 
paper currency would end 
poverty. Others try to solve 
their problems through cooper- 
atives. And some few believe 
in Communism. 


Over Oklahoma today has 
fallen the blight of a new in- 
quisition, a domestic, vigilante 
fascism. Here minority gangs 
resort to violence and subver- 
sion of the law to enforce their 
rule on the people in the name 
of “law and order.” 

The first thing that strikes an 
observant visitor to Oklahoma 
is the plight of the unemployed. 
Denied state relief, these refu- 
gees from the countryside 
huddle in camps along the 
river, trying to scratch out a 
living from the dumps near by. 
These vast Hoovervilles of the 
post-Hoover years, said io be 
the largest in the country, are 
divided off into permanent 
streets and blocks, and each 
shack built from old boxes and 
other salvage has its number 
painted on the door. Some 
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yards even grow a few flowers 
and have a little lath fence 
around the plot of ground 
rented for a dollar a month. 
The children are barefoot and 
wild, but their hair is combed 
and their clothes are clean. 
Community Camp even has its 
church, a shack a little bigger 
than the others. 


Out in the oil fields live the 
industrial unemployed. Here 
two-room shacks without light 
or water rent for about six dol- 
lars a month. This used to be 
considered a very desirable 
location as it was possible to 
secure fuel for nothing during 
the winter months by piping in 
on the gas lines of the big 
companies. 

To all this the officials of 
Oklahoma had nothing to say 
except that the WPA should 
give jobs to the unemployed 
ond if it didn’t it wasn't the 
State’s fault. The WPA did not 
help half the unemployed. 

In an effort to alleviate this 
situation I joined an organiza- 
tion of the unemployed, the 
Workers Alliance, which was 
trying to push through a relief 
program and an increase in 
WPA appropriations. 
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—The Constitution of the 


United States is in a Western Jail. 


{* THE Autumn of 1941, the 
writer of this article will go 
on trial in Oklahoma. 

I moved to Oklahoma in 
February 1940, after a number 
of years as a social worker in 
the East. Oklahoma marks the 
half way point 
between New 
York and San 
Francisco. The 
wind is forever 
blowing and 
thesky stretches 
wide and open 
over the slightly 
rolling country. 
One can under- 
stand why so 
many people who live there 
believe the world is flat. It is a 
young state and those who are 
nearing the age of sixty can 
still remember the days of cov- 
ered wagons. They are a 
friendly, slow-spoken people, 
these native Oklahomans who 
have struggled for half a cen- 
tury through droughts, grass- 
hopper plagues, untimely frosts 
and summer hailstorms to 


The political 


Communists and the alleged 
Communists arrested in it is 
Oklahoma may not be your 
views but they are legal 
views where the Constitu- 
tion of the United States 
rules. Whether that Constitu- 
tion rules in Oklahoma is 
still to be seen. 


wrest a living from a soil that 
now yearly rises with the wind, 
covers the sky and blows south 
into the Gulf of Mexico. 

Oklahoma is a big state and 
a rich state. Oil derricks rise 
from the prairies and coal 
mines are dug 
in the open 
countryside. But 
a hard 
place to earn a 
living. Tens of 
thousands of 
families have 
been driven off 
their farms by 
the dust storms 
and the trac- 
tors. One out of eight is jobless 
and there is no relief for the 
unemployed. 

The Oklahoma poor — the 
Oklahoma majority — are a 
quiet, religious people strug- 
gling against forces too strong 
for them and which they do not 
understand. Numberless Chris- 
tian sects follow their own 
roads to salvation. Here the 
famous socialist Eugene Debs 
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could think of was cutting down 
wages, so that the people could 
buy even less. Did you ever 
hear such frightful poppy-cock? 

“There had been many laugh- 
able situations in history, but 
there had never been one half 
so funny as that of a nation 
surrounded by more food than 
it could eat and more clothes 
than it could wear going ill- 
nourished and ragged on the 
advice of its economic experts. 
Talk about taboo! No Fiji medi- 
cine man ever had anything on 
us! 

“So don't pretend that any- 
thing I say could be of the 
slightest importance,’ con- 
cluded the Professor. “I'm noth- 
ing but an antiquated gramo- 
phone, with cracked records, 
and I am of no real interest to 
anybody except as a museum 
piece. And you know it.” 

These public admissions by 
experts that they are capable 
of making mistakes are likely 
to have an unsettling effect on 
the public morale. 

It is true that no expert, po- 
litical, economic or military, 
has made any but completely 
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wrong prophecies for the past 
twenty years. But the mass of 
the people, feeling the need 
for leadership, have refused to 
withdraw their trust for such a 
trivial reason. 


When the facts contradict the 
experts, the people have in- 
variably decided that the facts 
must be wrong. 


To disillusion them on this 
point will undermine public 
confidence. The people must 
retain their faith in experts. 


Let us, therefore, have no 
more of these confessions of 
fallibility. What we need is 
more men like that economist 
who, having proved that trade 
was about to improve, refused 
to recognize the subsequent 
slump. You will recall his re- 
mark— 


“But, Professor, your fore- 
cast bears no relation to the 
actual events which we know 
to have occurred!” 


“Then I can only say, sir, 
that events have proved them- 
selves inconsistent, unreliable, 
and quite unworthy of your 
confidence!” 


THE EXPERTS CONFESS 


By YAFFLE 


HE attention of the Director 

of the Department for the 
Maintenance of the National 
Morale (Mr. Yatfle) has been 
drawn to an editorial in a pro- 
vincial paper, which begins, 
“We make no claim to a pro- 
phetic gift.” 

This extraordinary outburst 
of modesty (said Mr. Yaffle) 
will come as a shock to the 
majority of the public, who 
have been accustomed to an 
assumption of omniscience and 
infallibility on the part of all 
sources of public information. 

“You mustn't attach too 
much importance to anything 
we say,” said the head of an 
important Government Depart- 
ment to our representative yes- 
terday. ‘After all, we're more 
or less the same crowd that 
ran the country during the 
peace, and never solved a 
single important problem in 
twenty years.” 

“It's no good asking me,” 
said Professor Frowst, the emi- 
nent economist, when asked for 
his views on the economic de- 
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velopment of Europe after the 
war. “Frankly I haven't any 
ideas worth mentioning, and 
I realize now that I never had. 

“My theories are nothing but 
the out-of-date text-book stuff, 
good enough for my lectures at 
the School of Economics, of 
course, but bearing no relation 
whatsoever to economic reality. 
I only go on with it because I 
haven't been trained for any- 
thing else, and I have a family 
to support. 

“As a journalist, you know 
quite well that everything I’ve 
said in the past has proved 
completely wrong, and I can’t 
imagine why you ask my 
opinion now, unless it’s because 
no one can get public notice 
nowadays until he’s a back 

“When I remember the in- 
credible piffle which I and 
my fellow economists talked 
throughout the economic crises 
of the pre-war years, I would 
blush if I hadn't forgotten how. 

“At a time when the markets 
of the world were all bursting 
with unsaleable goods, all we 
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“the ice.’ And could not an- 
other cause be Paul Rosenfeld’s 
word-picture of him in 1925? 
With Scribner's Commenta- 
tor, Mr. Nock is assuredly in 
the right company. He most 
certainly does not believe in 
democracy and he has the de- 
featist attitude our fifth-column- 
ists want to implant in the 
minds of Americans. He has ex- 
pressed his feelings about Jews 
—"Orientals’’—as a class. He is 
well-versed in the ‘Fine Art of 
Propaganda.” He wants a new 
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“Modus Vivendi” in these 
United States—a way of life not 
possible in a democracy. 

Yes, for Scribner's Commen- 
tator Nock is well qualified. But 
to The Atlantic Monthly I would 


say: 


Examine Albert Jay Nock again. 
Look at what you have selected to 
do your “instigating.” A while back 
you severed connections with your 
rabid Pro-Franco editor, Ellery 
Sedgewick. Which way are you 
heading now? Who are your cartog- 
taphers and pilots? And who are 
behind them? 


A high Russian official in London, interviewed by the 
Catholic Herald, declares there was never any persecution of 
Christians as such in Russia. They were not persecuted for re- 
ligious activity, but for political activity and priests were impris- 
oned only for revolutionary agitations antagonistic to the Russian 
Government. They never forbade religion but discouraged it, 
because in Russia, Christianity was almost synonymous with 
tsarism. The Russians were religious people and they freely went 
to church. Russia never denied free worship, but would maintain 
anti-religious propaganda until the so-called Christians ceased 
to plot against the Siate. 


—RELicious News RELEASE, BRITISH PRESS SERVICE. 
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to her.” He goes cn further to 
say: 

I am entirely with my contempo- 
taries in the low estimate that they 
place on the present run of Amer- 
ican Womanhood 

Nock is a misogynist. He 
hates women and, therefore, 
he compares them with Jews 
and Armenians. 

Let us again consider that 
Nock makes much more exten- 
sive use of the Jews and the 
Armenians in his articles on the 
“Oriental Problem” in The At- 
lantic Monthly. It becomes very 
clear that they are definite 
traumata — sore-spots —in his 
emotional make-up. 


In 1935 The Dial Press pub- 
lished Men Seen—Twenty-four 
Modern Authors. In that book 
Paul Rosenfeld gives a very 
graphic and enlightening pic- 
ture of Mr. Nock, the poser— 
his attempts to impress with his 
imaginary intellectual superior- 
ity and profundity—and also 
his frustrations. In all likelihood 
Nock has never forgotten Ro- 
senfeld’s words: 

We are not quite so simple as to 
mistake a confession of moral bank- 
ruptcy. when it is made. By his own 
words, this man (Nock) and those 
with whom he chooses to associate 
himself are attained of ghastly fail- 
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uré....The self-confessed betrayers 
of a public trust pretending it is they 
alone can manage a vast public 
ait bia meer 

But they do themselves—Mr. Nock 
and his “generation’’ — too much 
honor even in posing as great be- 
trayers. They never were in a po- 
sition to be grandly treasonable. 

Let us pause here and ana- 
lyze again what Nock, the self- 
styled “man of letters’ in one 
place and the “humble car- 
tographer” in another, sug- 
gested in The Atlantic Monthly 
—that the so-called “Jewish 
Problem” in America be settled 
by “social engineers’’—‘social 
architects” of the future. That 
is easily interpreted lingo of the 
pseudo-intellectual Fascists. He 
beats around the bush with 
double-talk and trickery of 
words, but the pattern of his 
wishes emerges quite clearly. 

What spurs this cantanker- 
ous, frustrated old man to carry 
on with his hatreds? Could not 
one of the causes be the psychic 
wound inflicted by the “beau- 
tiful and charming” Jewish girl 
he describes in the July Atlan- 
tic Monthly — “the acme of 
everything desirable’’ — the 
“Oriental” lady who gave him 
what is known in the vernac- 
ular as the “cold shoulder,” or 
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that nothing can be done. He can 
regard the course of our civilization 
only as he would regard the course 
of a man in a row-boat on the 
lower reaches of the Niagara... . 
Does not this defeatist phrase- 
ology strangely resemble the 
morbid conclusions of Anne 
Lindbergh in her Wave of the 
Future? And is this not an op- 
portune time to mention that 
her follow-up on that piece 
appeared in The Atlantic 
Monthly's June issue under the 
heading Reaffirmation? Was 
the simultaneous presence of 
Albert Jay Nock and Anne 
Lindbergh only a coincidence? 

On page 208 of Our Enemy 
the State Nock speaks dis- 
paragingly of propagandizing 
but in his recent articles he has 
skillfully employed iried-and- 
tested devices of artists in that 
field. He has injected anti-Jew- 
ish remarks by quoting them as 
coming from the mouths of 
others. In the Atlantic Monthly 
for June, Nock states that one 
of his friends heard a citizen 
of a Missouri village say of 
Jews who had settled there: 

“I tell you, we are going after 
those people some day, and when 


we do, we ain't going to be gentle- 
manly about it, like Hitler.” 


It is pertinent to note that 
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in Chapter 3 of Free Speech 


and Plain Language (Pub- 
lished 1937) Nock said: 
My Armenian friend M.... and 


my Jewish friend E. are as good 
friends as one could have; they 
would do anything for me on the 
score of friendship. But in a com- 
mercial transaction either of them 
would take my skin off, salt it and 
hang it on the fence. 

The device of selecting one or 
two individuals to typify an en- 
tire group is a much-used trick 
of the propagandists. In this 


chapter Nock professes as- 
tonishment that the novelist 
Feuchtwanger once got a 


ridiculously low price for one 
of his masterpieces—'‘and he a 
Jew.” 

In, this same chapter Nock 
allies his anti-Semitism with 
another of his hatreds. He says 
Woman is a “merchant, ... 
precisely what she now pri- 
marily is in her relations with 
men, both by birth in a long 
heredity, and by exactly the 
same order of social training 
that has made such marvelous 
merchants of the Quakers, 
Jews and Armenians. She has 
certain goods, certain lines of 
trade,,. . . and she can make 
her own terms for them in 
whatever market may be open 
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phrase “at our own instigation” 
in its preferred sense. 

Mr. Nock opens his June 
article by stating the “subject 
...is so distinctly not down my 
street.’ It is “in the province of 
publicists, not men of letters. 
. . . Our publicists are saying 
nothing on this subject.” 

Is Nock trying to convince 
anybody that the American 
fellow-travellers of the Nazi- 
Fascist-inspired and controlled 
publicists have been saying 
nothing on this subject — the 
so-called “Jewish Problem’? 

The dictionary defines “pub- 
licist'’ as “A writer on, or one 
versed in, the laws of nations, 
political science, etc.’ Are not 
Nock's latest pieces in The 
Atlantic Monthly and the Com- 
mentator the works of a pub- 
licist? Was not his book Our 
Enemy The State (1935) the 
work of a publicist? And how 
would one classify other of his 
writings, such as The Things 
That Are Caesar's (published 
many years ago by the Ohio 
Board of Commerce)? 

Mr. Nock presents a theory 
in The Atlantic Monthly that 
the “Jewish Problem” in Amer- 
ica “is not essentially Jewish, 
not essentially semitic; it is an 
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“Oriental Problem." He explains 
that the “full-sized Irish prob- 
lem” in the United States in the 
period following the Civil War 
was solved because “it was 
Irish, pure and simple”; it was 
an “Occidental Problem." I re- 
call a similar-sounding line in 
the article headed Aviation, 
Geography and Race, by 
Charles A. Lindbergh (Readers 
Digest — November, 1939). In 
that collection of pro-Nazi 
propaganda Lindbergh spoke 
of the “Oriental Menace,” the 
dangers threatening the White 
race, the urgency to save the 
White race. He advised Eng- 
land, France and the United 
States to join up with Germany 
for a solution of the problem. 

Do not Nock’s Oriental versus 
Occidental theory and _ Lind- 
bergh’'s statements stressing the 
“Oriental Menace” and the 
dangers to the White race bear 
a striking resemblance to Hit- 
ler's Aryan versus Non-Aryan 
propaganda? 

The following is an excerpt 
from the final chapter of Nock’s 
Our Enemy the State: 

So far from encouraging any 
hopeful contemplation of the unat- 


tainable, the student of civilized 
man will offer no conclusion but 
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NOCK-“ATLANTIC” ANTI-SEMITE 
By ALBERT D. PARELHOFF 


[Saul E. White of San Francisco writes to The Congress 
Weekly as follows: “Albert Jay Nock is a proved and tested anti- 
Semite, and in days not so distant he did not look for fine feathers 
in which to clothe his vulgar anti-Semitism. In a book of essays 
entitled On Doing the Right Thing, published in 1928, he wrote: 
‘In actual life they (the Jews) are dreadful people. I sometimes 
think there will be a record-breaking pogrom in New York some 
day and there are occasions even now when the most peace- 
loving person among us wishes he could send over a couple of 
sotnias of Cossacks to floor manage the subway rush.’ “—THE 


EDITOR. |] 


HE Atlantic Monthly, at 

its “own instigation,” pub- 
lished in its June and July 
issues articles by Albert Jay 
Nock, headed The Jewish Prob- 
lem in America. Webster's Col- 
legiate Dictionary defines “in- 
stigation” as follows: 

“incitement, especially to evil 
or wickedness.” 

Mr. Nock has recently done 
work for Scribner's Commenta- 
tor. In fact, the July issue of 
that publication printed his 
article, Churchmen and the 
War. The Commentator’s front- 
page hero for that month was 
Marshal Pétain. Previously- 
honored heroes were Charles 
A. Lindbergh, Senator Wheeler, 


Henry Ford, Herbert Hoover, 
etc. The Commentator an- 
nounced in its July issue: 

The clear American air of our 
Lake Geneva home is a bit strange 
in contrast to the choking atmos- 
phere of defeatism we left behind 
us in refugee-dominated New York. 

Near the end of Mr. Nock’'s 
June article in The Atlantic 
Monthly he said: 

If I keep up to my family’s record 
of longevity, I think it not impossible 
that I shall live to see the Nurnberg 
laws reenacted in this country and 
enforced with vigor. 

Was Mr. Nock making public 
his wishful-thinking? Were his 
words a thinly-veiled threat? 

A check-up on Mr. Nock 
shows the justification of inter- 
preting The Atlantic Monthly's 
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able that the final outcome will 
be a much stronger system of 
suppression than that against 
which the democracies now are 
fighting; and the additional 
danger that they accept it 
themselves will become great. 

The demand, implied in the 
second war aim, is the creation 
of a planned economy in which 
enough liberal elements are in- 
cluded to prevent another form 
of totalitarian tyranny. This is 
not impossible. The economic 
experiments and experiences of 
the last three decades have 
opened many feasible methods. 
They all can be used, the more 
liberal ones in a less disturbed 
economy (as in America) the 
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more centralized ones in a to- 
tally disintegrated economy 
(as in Europe). 

If the democracies (especially 
England) are not able to give 
a convincing pattern of the so- 
cial transformation which con- 
stitutes the second war aim 
other forces will establish the 
new order in Europe and in the 
world. And if the democracies 
(especially America) are not 
able to give a federal union to 
the European continent, other 
groups will establish it against 
them as their implacable ene- 
mies. 

But this leads to the third, 
the concrete political article of 
this series. 


It is told of Lincoln Steffens that he was one day walking 
down Broadway with the devil. They saw an ideal floating in the 
air. A passerby seized the ideal and put it in his pocket. Mr. 
Steffens said to the devil, “That is going to be bad for your busi- 


ness, isn’t it?” 


“Oh, no,” said the devil, “I'll teach him to organize it.” 


———————— 
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according to the law of his 
private profit. And the corre- 
late to the balance of power 
policy is the belief in the regu- 
lating force of the laws of the 
market played on by so-called 
industrial leaders. And as the 
balance of power worked 
rather well in a special his- 
torical period and in a special 
geographical space so the laws 
of the market worked favorably 
in the same period and the 
same space. But now, in the 
face of the tremendous disin- 
tegration of the system of eco- 
nomic liberalism, at least in 
Europe, and of ihe impossibility 
of a return to the 19th century 
situation, a new principle must 
be accepted, certainly for the 
federal union of Europe. This 
principle must guarantee the 
creative freedom of the indi- 
vidual by liberating him from 
and protecting him against ex- 
ploitation, insecurity and de- 
spair. This is, as much as the 
united mankind, a Christian 
and a human demand at the 
same time. It is the quest for 
human freedom, for the crea- 
tive freedom of every indi- 
vidual man, from which the 
principle of economic planning 
is derived. Freedom is not 
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sacrificed when liberal arbi- 
trariness—between nations ds 
well as individuals—is abol- 
ished. On the other hand when 
the unbridled struggle for po- 
litical and economic power is 
sacrificed, with it is swept 
away the main obstacle to 
freedom in human history. 
Central economic planning is 
now done by the Nazis on a 
European scale. But it is done 
in a barbaric, anti-human and 
nationalistic way, comparable 
to the manner in which they 
have achieved political unity in 
Germany and Europe, by sup- 
pression and conquest. It must 
not be done in this way if free- 
dom is to be established. But 
it must be done even if vested 
interests of the profiteering 
groups are hurt—just as the 
federal union will hurt the in- 
terests of the national rulers. If 
it is not done the inability of 
the system of monopolistic com- 
petition —in connection with 
the rapid technical develop- 
ment—to feed the European 
masses will create new revolu- 
tionary and counter-revolution- 
ary movements, the first by the 
desperate masses, the second 
by the self-defending ruling 
classes. And it is highly prob- 
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hand, maintain their cultural 
autonomy. The federal union, 
in differentiation from the for- 
mer League of Nations, must be 
based on the will of the peo- 
ple, as in the American Con- 
stitution, not on the diplomacy 
of governments. It is the usual 
experience of people of the 
warring nations that, when 
they meet each other, for in- 
stance as war prisoners, they 
immediately feel their common 
humanity over against their 
different nationalities. National 
hatred is an artificial product, 
a tool of power politics used 
by ruling groups for internal 
and external purposes; it is not 
a natural human quality. A 
federal union, based on the 
natural feeling of the people, 
is a possibility and will, once 
actualized, last indefinitely. A 
league of governments, on the 
contrary, based on power poli- 
tics, is an impossibility and 
will break down as the first 
“league of nations” did. 

But, of course, only terrible 
catastrophes can overcome the 
resistance of national rulers to 
such a solution. The first world 
war did not produce such re- 
sults. The second world war 
may convince at least the peo- 
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ple of continental Europe than 
national sovereignty is the de- 
monic force by which they are 
destroyed in ever diminishing 
intervals and with ever increas- 
ing horrors. Therefore, the im- 
mediate — although not the 
final — demand is the federal 
union of the European con- 
tinent. This is possible, and it 
is the next step to be taken if 
the other alternative, the com- 
plete destruction of Europe in 
a third war, is to be avoided. 
It is a limited aim, measured 
by the ideal of the unity of 
mankind; but it is a realistic 
aim in differentiation from the 
dreams of political pacifists and 
the sweeping anticipation of 
those who demand the direct 
establishment of the world 
state. It is the first and basic 
wor aim. 

But the second is of equal 
importance: the transformation 
of the kind of society which has 
produced the present catas- 
trophe into another one in 
which at least this type of ca- 
tastrophe is impossible. 

The correlate to the absolute 
sovereignty of the nation is the 
absolute independence of the 
private individual or the pri- 
vate corporation to do business 
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some way the old religious and 
philosophical idea which is 
implied in the term “the world,” 
namely the ultimate unity of 
all things. Something like a 
world in our period is being 
made manifest as “world his- 
tory’ in the impossibility of 
any group of human beings 
remaining untouched by the 
whole of the historical happen- 
ing. But it is the tragedy of 
mankind that at the same time 
and by the same _ technical 
means the splits in the his- 
torical world have become 
deeper and more horrible than 
ever before. A world is a de- 
mand, not something given. 
Man must create his world, and 
he can do so although under 
a continuous threat oi self-de- 
struction. The first principle of 
peace is derived from this de- 
mand: to create a_ larger, 
supernational unity which is 
more ‘‘world’’ and _ therefore 
more human than any single 
sovereign nation. 

Such a unity presupposes 
the complete abdication of the 
sovereignty of the individual 
nation. Without the end of the 
sovereign nation no freedom of 
the nations is possible. The end 
of the liberal principle of sov- 
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ereignty is the beginning of 
national liberty, not only in the 
small but also in the big na- 
tions. The correlate of the prin- 
ciple of sovereignty was the 
principle of the balance of 
power. The arbitrariness of sov- 
ereign nations was checked by 
a balanced system of power 
relations between different na- 
tional groups. No group was 
supposed to be stronger than 
the other in the long run. A 
leading nation had to play the 
game of balancing the various 
groups with each other and 
preventing the rise of a su- 
perior group or nation. But this 
game, however useful it may 
have been in the past, cannot 
be played after its futility has 
been made manifest by two 
world wars and the misery of 
practically all mankind. Fed- 
eral union as against balance 
of power is the first war aim to 
be demanded from the Chris- 
tian and human point of view. 
Military, diplomatic and eco- 
nomic sovereignty and its cor- 
responding legal institutions do 
not belong any more to the 
individual nation. They belong 
to the federal union and must 
be given to it by the member 
nations who, on the other 
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is dependent upon a superna- 
tional unity in which each na- 
tion actively participates and 
which has the power to protect 
it against insecurity and con- 
quest. 


2. The freedom of the indi- 
vidual is dependent on a social 
and economic organization in 
which each individual actively 
participates and which has the 
power to protect him against 
insecurity and exploitation. 


Before dealing with these 
principles as standards for any 
statement of war aims let me 
make two remarks. First, this 
article will be followed by a 
third under the heading: 
“Whose War Aims?” in which 
the political chances for an at 
least partial realization of those 
aims and the role of the United 
States in this connection will 
be discussed, while this article 
deals with war aim as such, 
and from a predominantly Eu- 
ropean point of view. Second, 
[ feel urged to express a warn- 
ing to those leaders of the de- 
mocracies who may finally 
become responsible for the re- 
building of the house of Europe: 
the destruction of the evil forces 
now in control of Europe may 
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lead to a destruction of the 
house itself and to the burying 
of all who live in it. This means 
firstly that the war must be car- 
ried through only to the point 


at which the work of recon- 


struction under the principles 
mentioned above can be 
started. This presupposes not 
merely the elimination of the 
Nazis, but also the preservation 
of an independent and united 
continent of Europe. It means 
secondly that every war aim of 
status quo character must be 
excluded from serious discus- 
sion. If the principle of the 
status quo is maintained (even 
with considerable amend- 
ments) the day the present Eu- 
ropean war ends will be the 
birthday of the next, completely 
destructive, European war. The 
status quo liberals are as great 
a danger to the future of Eu- 
rope and of the world as the 
Americon Century imperialists. 
Both destroy the house the de- 
stroyers of which they pretend 
to fight. 

However we interpret tech- 
nical progress from a religious 
point of view we must agree 
that it has brought into exist- 
ence unity of space for all man- 
kind and has thus fulfilled in 
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WAR AIMS—II. WHAT WAR AIMS? 


By PAUL TILLICH 


—Federal union, as against balance of 
power, is the first war aim. 


... The second, a 


planned economy, liberal enough to prevent a new tyranny. 


. THE first of this series of 
articles, under the title ‘Why 
War Aims?” I wrote the follow- 


of life makes it imperative to 
develop the external and the 
internal side of the problem 


ing sentence: 

democracy 
must state is 
a social, polit- 
ical and _ intel- 
lectual structure 
of life in which 
the conditions 
which produced 
the present ca- 
tastrophe are 
overcome.” If 
this be the lead- 
ing idea then 
every discus- 
sion of war 
aims nrust deal 
with the prob- 


“The war aim 


If the principle of the status 
quo is maintained (even 
with considerable amend- 
ments) the day the present 
European war ends will be 
the birthday of the next, 
completely destructive, Eu- 
ropean war. The status quo 
liberals are as great a 
danger to the future of Eu- 
rope and of the world as the 
American Century imperial- 
ists. Both destroy the house 
the destroyers of which they 
pretend to fight. 


with equal force and in strict 


inter - depend- 
ence. 

The belief in 
an automatic 
harmony pro- 
duced by unre- 
stricted national 
and individual 
competition, a 
belief which be- 
came the in- 
forming princi- 
ple of the 
political and so- 
cial structure of 
Occidental soci- 
ety, has broken 


lem in two aspects: The ex- 
ternal inter-relation of the na- 
tions and the internal structure 
of the social order within the 
whole of society. The fact that 
this war is not only a war be- 
tween nations but at the same 
time a war about a new order 


down. The breakdown of this 
principle refers to both the ex- 
ternal and the internal side and 
consequently the new principle 
must be understood in terms of 
both sides. It may be expressed 
in the following statements: 

1. The freedom of the nations 
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We invite you to go on record in this national emergency as declared 
by the President and to state clearly your support of the avowed policy 
of this nation, the policy of defending this nation and its institutions with 
whatever means are deemed necessary by its Commander-in-Chief and 
his military advisers. We refer particularly to the policy of aid to the Red 
Army in its opposition to the Axis. 

To those who will object that this is a matter for Roman Catholics to 
deal with and that Protestants should mind their own business we answer: 

(1) Roman Catholics in this country are not in the habit of opposing 
the politics of their Church, and there is little or no sign of opposition at 
the present moment within the lay body of Roman Catholicism to such 
politics. 

(2) To maké this invitation or challenge is of the very essence of 
the function of Protestantism. The fact that the recognized bodies of Protes- 
tantism appear to hesitate and lose precious time in making this challenge 
is not due to the fact that Protestantism has lost a sense of its historic 
mission. It is due rather to the fact that Protestants are extremely unwilling 
to believe that the Roman Catholic Church is in earnest about its totali- 
tarian claims. We confess that motives of a lower order have not been with- 
cut their effect in supporting our “Hear No Evil, See No Evil” Protestant 
attitude. 

- But whatever our motives, or partial motives, our plain duty stares 
us in the face. We cannot escape it. 

The crisis which now faces us, Catholic and Protestant, in this nation, 
was inevitable. It was inevitable that the “political’’ forces in your church 
would develop their greatest power in the atmosphere and tradition of 
Europe. It was inevitable that the opposite forces in your church would 
develop their greatest power in the free tradition of America. 

All visible signs of the free tradition in the entire world are faced 
with extinction. We cannot stand idly by while that happens. We have 
shirked our duty to this moment. We have feared the unpleasantness of 
controversy. We have sought the ivory towers of abstractions. We have 
confused the peace-making of Jesus with the “peace-making” of a deal 
with Hitler. For both of us, Catholics as well as Protestants, death were 
preferable to such a deal. 


Our president and his cabinet are doing their human best to build 
here a@ bastion for democracy. They have judged it necessary for the 
defense of our democracy to help Russia. Join with us in prayers for their 
success! 
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The example of the Federal Council's spokesman is only 
mentioned to indicate a tragic fact: the radio in America is 
closed to the historic message of Protestantism. 


I have quoted before in this magazine (April-May, 1941, 
p. 64) the words of Monsignor John A. Ryan in which he clearly 
sets forth how the ambitions of the anti-liberal Roman Catholic 
State depend for their success on Protestant liberalism whose 
logic compels it to allow the propaganda of its destroyer. 


But it is even worse than that. Liberal Protestantism not 
only encourages the propaganda of its destroyer. It goes further. 
It refuses to enter the controversy. Thus like Edna‘s candle it 
burns its freedom at both ends. This situation would not be 
funny to our Protestant forbears who spilt their blood for the 
freedom we idly throw into the garbage. It does however cause 
belly-laughter in the closed rooms of clerical-Fascists. 


Something must be done. 


The free world is in grave danger. The might of its enemy, 
the anti-democratic Axis, is closing in on the Soviet from the 
East and West. The Soviet has sacrificed millions of her citizens 
and the fruit of years of toil to stop Hitler. Russia must be 
strengthened at once by the democracies who will surely die 
if she dies. The great obstacle to aid for the Soviet is the atti- 
tude of those who think they have something to gain from Hitler's 
victory. Among these the most important in this country is the 
American Hierarchy whose “neutrality’’ cannot help being inter- 
preted by Hitler as benevolent to him. 


A stand must be taken by American Protestants, not 
against Catholics, not against Catholicism, but against those 
errors of Catholicism which threaten to endanger the freedom 
of our children. American Protestants should say to the American 
Roman Catholic hierarchy: 


This is an invitation to the Priests, Bishops and Archbishops of the 
Roman Catholic Church in the United States of America. 
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quoted thus in the Brooklyn Tablet “I say publicly that if the 
United States ever joined in a foreign war with Russia, I would 
advise every Catholic boy to refuse to serve for the United 
States,” the anti-Protestantism of Father James M. Gillis, C.S.P., 
Editor of The Catholic World, who says in his column “Sursum 
Corda,’’ copyrighted by the National Catholic Welfare Council, 
organ of the American Hierarchy, and printed in Catholic papers 
throughout the country, “The antecedent of Hitler was Luther 
The logical outcome of Luther’s primary doctrine is Nazism.” 
This in spite of the fact that Hitler is a Catholic who has never 
been excommunicated, Goebbels is a Jesuit—trained master of 
intrigue and moral skulduggery, that the Nazi movement arose 
in Catholic Bavaria, was financed by the Catholic Thyssen, was 
aided and abetted by Cardinal Pacelli, now Pope. 


But enough of this. For this problem is not a Catholic prob- 
lem at all. It is a Protestant problem. Let Protestants politely state 
their case. Let them substitute a firm Protestantism for an 
obsequious yielding to clerical encroachment and the problem 
will vanish into thin air. 


I do not wish to impugn the motives of liberal Protestants 
like Walter Van Kirk who play the part (all unconsciously no 
doubt) assigned to them in the Counter-Reformation drama. This 
radio commentator for the Federal Council of Churches praising 
the Pope's five peace points declares “The Pope is eternally 
right!’’ Now if the Pope is eternally right then American democ- 
racy with its separation of church and state, its free education, its 
free speech and press, is eternally wrong. Let Dr. Van Kirk study 
carefully The State and the Church by Ryan and Millar. The 
Pope of Rome does not believe in freedom of worship. Speaking 
of ‘the principle that every man is free to profess, as he may 
choose, any religion or none,’ Pope Leo XIII says, “this is no 
liberty, but its degradation.’’ The Federal Council is enamoured 
of unity, and rightly so. But an organizational unity is not always 
an organic unity. Indeed a premature organizational unity may 
be fatal to organic unity. 


eee 
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sells wholesale, we sell retail. Paganism there has a social expression; 
here it has an individualized expression—but it is paganism. Hitler toler- 
ates no good thing that is opposed to his paganism. We tolerate the good, 
but tolerate the evil which undermines it, and call that tolerance. His is 
an abscess; ours is a boil, but the germ is the same... . What Hitler has 
done is to push to a logical extreme the very errors which we have kept 
within the four walls of the class rooms and between the covers of text 
books. .. . There is not a secular college or university in the entire United 
States that does not teach in one form or another the philosophy of prag- 
matism; that is, which denies there is absolute truth or absolute justice. 
(Broadcast Feb. 9, 1941.) 


I frequented four secular colleges. They all presented the views 
of pragmatism as well as opposed views. Of the eight or nine 
professors of philosophy with whom I passed the time of day, a 
majority at least were some sort of idealists although all of them 
valued the pragmatic method which is little more than long 
words for “By their fruits ye shall know them.” It was up to 
the student to do his own thinking and to choose his own philoso- 
phy. That apparently is hard for Dr. Sheen to understand. In 
secular and Protestant colleges we teach, we do not tell 
philosophy. 


Dr. Sheen quotes Lincoln at length in this same broadcast in 
support of his thesis, which is that America should make its state 
subservient to his church and should allow his church to con- 
trol the education of its citizens. Dr. Sheen shows little conscience 
in this because he knows perfectly well that Lincoln was dia- 
metrically opposed to any such thesis. He knows that Lincoln 
was no church man although one of the most religious men who 
ever lived. He knows that Lincoln aided the revolt of Mexico 
against priest-rule. He knows that the one state in the world 
which omitted to send regrets when Lincoln was murdered was 
the Papal State. 


It would be easy to fill this magazine many times with quo- 
tations from the parochial press and from sermons both on and 
off the radio making clear a division in this country which it 
were tragic to ignore: the near-treason of Bishop Duffy who is 
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freedoms," all aid to Red Russia is urged upon us, while Britain, in despera- 
tion, has allied herself with a devil... . If we go into this war now, we 
shall be nothing more or less than a criminal nation, and let no one look 
to our Catholic people for comfort. In conscience, we Bishops are all 
bound to listen to the voice of Pius XIth who wrote in his renowned en- 
cyclical on “Atheistic Communism”: “See to it, Venerable Brethren, that 
the Faithful do not allow themselves to be deceived! Communism is 
intrinsically wrong, and no one who would save Christian civilization may 
collaborate with it in any manner whatsoever.” So there can be no collab- 
oration for communism as far as the Catholic Church in this country is 
concerned! We have been pushed far enough in this abominable game 
of aid to Britain and Bolshevism. 


In this tirade the archbishop quoted the cardinal as his authority, 
no less than the dean of the American Roman Catholic hierarchy, 
William Cardinal O’Connell. 


I listen again to Monsignor Sheen and I am compelled to rec- 
ognize in him a far more dangerous, because more subtle Fascist 
voice than Father Coughlin. He attacks our educational system. 
He advocates church instruction in our state schools, one of the 
most dangerous (because apparently innocent) of Fascist divi- 
sive tactics, making the school an administrative bridge between 
State and Church. Sometimes he is reckless as when he attacks 
Russia for having atheized 160 million people (the vast majority 
of Russians are still religious—Ed.) and for being “the enemy 
of the world preparing to sweep over it like a vulture to drink its 
blood.” (This “enemy” is spilling rivers of its own blood to save 
the world.—Ed.) But usually he is cleverly insinuating, as in the 
following: “Who is the enemy from within? It is he who teaches 
that freedom of speech, habeas corpus, freedom of the press, 
and freedom of education, constitute the essence of democracy! 
They do not. They are merely the accompaniment and safe- 
guards of democracy. America could tomorrow vote itself out 
of Democracy.” (Broadcast Feb. 16, 1941.) Here he uses the truth 
to tell an untruth. For listen to his account of our democractic 
state and its democractic education: 


What Hitler hands out in concentrated form, we sell in bulk. What he 
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centuries ago that the Protestant Reformation resisted the en- 
croachments of the Papacy. He cites this emergence as a cause 
for optimism. “Like the Christ who broke the bonds of death, the 
Church is gradually emerging from her exile, is appearing to 
man as the only spiritual and moral authority left in the world.” 


This is of course untrue. The Pope was not exiled and the 
only spiritual authority is in the spirit itself. This authority may 
express itself in gesture, deed, or word any place and any time; 
for the spirit bloweth where it listeth. Dr. Sheen attacks the ab- 
solutism of the State using as his weapons the words of the 
Constitution of one state, the United States of America. 


But he would substitute the absolutism of one church, a 
church which has not yet developed within itself the democratic 
power to give freedom to its members and is therefore immature 
in its development when compared with the American demo- 
cratic state. His church may develop. We all pray that it may 
some day shed its absolutism. We shall continue to pray to that 
end in the faith that Christ's spirit reigns there as in other 
churches tnd in the knowledge that no church of Christ can ever 
die while it remains a church! 


“Answer this,” cries Father Sheen, “why is every anti- 
American movement always atheistic?’’ The answer is easy: be- 
cause the biggest anti-American movement within memory is the 
Christian Front and its rebel war-cry is “Christ the King!” 


I have listened to Archbishop Beckman describing his 
country’s government and its avowed foreign policy over the 
Columbia network in the following words: 


In this so-called great Christian democracy of ours, how can we 
account for the coddling of Communists in every responsible branch of our 
government? These unmolested Commisars are the disciples of that “new 
order” we may expect as masters, if this country goes to war. . .. Today 
the mask is off; it is Communism, Communism, Communism everywhere 
gaining ground. We are in danger of being slowly poisoned, debilitated 
and disarmed by this monstrous malady. Now, in the name of the “four 
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Father Gannon’s opinion of the academic freedom which the 
Harvard tradition has extended to the Fordham tradition: ‘What 
is academic freedom? No one knows. To me it seems to be 
mumbo-jumbo, yet doctor’s hoods and tassels shake if any one 
shouts that it is being attacked.” 


Harvard and all other Protestant colleges throughout the land 
passionately believe in the academic freedom which the Jesuit 
Fordham would destroy. A generation ago this didn’t matter. 
Today it matters terribly. A nation’s education can no more 
endure half slave and half free than that nation can so endure. 
This widening chasm must be bridged or this united nation shall 
become two irreconcilable armed camps. 


Father Gannon was talking to Mr. S. J. Woolf for one ot 
Woolf's well-known pen and pencil portraits in the New York 
Times Magazine. He went on to say that this mumbo-jumbo, 
academic freedom, rose from a denial of the existence of objec- 
tive truth, a denial prevalent in America during the past 50 
years. Mr. Woolf would naturally wish to keep his subject in 
good countenance or he might have reminded the father that 
academic freedom antedates by over 2000 years the very recent 
lurry of positivism in this country and that this freedom rises 
not from a denial of truth but from a faith in truth and in man’s 
ability to find it when set free to do so. 


I have heard other voices over the radio, the wicked whee- 
dling of Father Coughlin who to the scandal of decent people 
remains an honoured priest of his church although he is a 


. leader of that terrorist movement, the Christian Front. I have 


heard the sermons of Father Fulton J. Sheen, Papal Chamberlain 
and Domestic Prelate, on the Catholic Hour of the National 
Broadcasting System. I have listened to his anti-Protestant state- 
ments insinuated with all the specious charm an age-old lust 
for power has perfected. Dr. Sheen says (April 13, 1941) “that 
the Church has been more and more emerging into the World 
from which she was exiled (!) four centuries ago.’ It was four 
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THE STRANGE PREDICAMENT OF OUR DEMOCRACY 
Editorial by KENNETH LESLIE 


KNOW a family named Jones that thinks it believes in democ- 
I racy and is under the illusion that it practices democracy when 
it yields to each and every whim and caprice of Jones Junior. 
The Jones parents and their guests will be conversing in the 
living room and this disturbs the thought-trend of Junior who 
breaks up the conversation by roller skating through the living 
room with an Indian yell and a bow and arrow picking off the 
guests one by one until the last has departed. Mother and 
Father will then rejoice together over Junior's glorious freedom 
from inhibitions. It never occurs to them that Junior is using this 
freedom to take over their democracy and turn it into a Jones 
Junior Autocracy. 


This country is getting to be something like the Jones family. 


Last winter 1 heard over the radio the eloquent voice oi 
Father Gannon, President of Fordham University. He was con- 
trasting the background and tradition of Fordham with those of 
Harvard to the more than considerable disadvantage of Harvard. 
Harvard had been fathered by the Puritans, a bad lot, rum and 
slave traders. The Jesuits who fathered Fordham were dear souls, 
the world’s “innocents,” naive dreamers, and so on. His state- 
ment was to say the least, extremely controversial. Yet I doubt 
that there was any demand made upon the broadcasting com- 
pany by Harvard College or by Congregationalists or by 
Protestants generally for time to answer Father Gannon. The 
average Harvard man, speaking out of centuries of devotion 
to democracy, would rejoice that young Fordham (only one 
century old) possessed such a glorious freedom from inhibition. 
It would never occur to Harvard that Fordham is using its free- 
dom to take over democratic institutions and turn them into 
servants of an authoritarian church. 


Yet that is what appears to be going forward. Let me quote 
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tion to the solution of this tragic world problem, three spiritual 
qualities must be highly developed: solicitude, skill and sac- 
rifice, qualities that shine forth in the personal ministry of Jesus. 


Solicitude for others, compassion of the nations, scattered 
and distressed, inspiring a yearning to share with all peoples the 
blessings of the Gospel of Christ are attitudes that arouse a sense 
of human helplessness, and stimulate intercessory prayer. God is 
waiting for this moment in the lives of the Christians of this gen- 
eration, and such praying he has never failed to answer. 


Skill is knowledge made useful in action. Statesmen can 
formulate the plan of world organization but the Christians of 
America must define the ends to be achieved and must furnish 
the dynamic to make these ends attainable. Knowing that a gov- 
ernment is essential to the peace of the World Community and 
that the continued absence of government means anarchy, Amer- 
ican Christians should declare themselves ready to support our 
President, if he calls a Convention of Nations to set up the Fed- 
eration of the World, open to all nations who commit themselves 
to freedom of religion, freedom of information, freedom from want 
and fear, and freedom of commerce, and that this Federation be 
founded upon laws and not upon treaties. This involves a sur- 
render of an area of sovereignty by each of the participating 
nations. 


Christians preach sacrifice but there are areas of life in 
which they refuse to make any sacrifice. One of these is govern- 
ment. For the peace of the world, the United States is called upon 
to sacrifice a part of its sovereignty to assure the possibility of 
a federation of the world, empowered to preserve the peace of 
the world. The Christian conscience of America will determine 
whether this sacrifice shall be offered. 
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fought to found a new world order at the conclusion of hostilities, 
but to defend the existence of one already established by the 
Federation of the World.” This plan calls for the citizens of every 
sovereign state to commit their government to the establishment 
of a federal government for the existing World Community, which 
our marvelous but uncontrolled civilization has created. This 
dream so appealing to all peoples, should enlist the religious 
forces of this country. 


This is a time for clear thinking and courageous action. The 
limits of our liberties define the range and the degree of our 
responsibilities. The enjoyment of individual liberty, or exemption 
from control, is limited to those things which are not directly re- 
lated to the welfare of the community as a whole. The agency 
that defines and exercises this control of the community over the 
individual is government. The enjoyment of political liberty per- 
mits the individual to participate in the government of the com- 
munity, and the process is called democracy. The enjoyment of 
religious liberty, or exemption from control of religious opinions 
and practices, includes, arnong its political privileges, the right to 
fertilize the democratic processes with the religious principles 
which the individual believes should control the social relation- 
ships of mankind. Since the ultimate objective of the Christian 
endeavor is the establishment of the will of God in the hearts of 
man and in the institutions of mankind, there is an obligation, 
both moral and religious, upen all American Christians, to apply 
the principles they hold as far as they are achievable. 


A primary function of the Christian is to be a peacemaker, 
and his life work is the ministry of reconciliation. The Christians 
of America cannot fulfill their mission in this period of conflict if 
they do not formulate a Christian program for a lasting world 
peace. It is incumbent upon them, before this war goes further, 
to write a Treaty of Peace, which they would support and which 
they will implore their government to endorse. 


If the Christian forces of this country make their contribu- 
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forced. This code is called international law, and the nations that 
honor their pledged word and strictly adhere to the principles 
of international law have good table manners. World War II is a 
brawl, started by rowdy nations, grabbing food that belongs to 
others. The Axis Powers, claiming that they must have more to 
eat, are joined up, fighting for the New Order, a code of table 
manners, in which others may eat only after the totalitarian 
nations have eaten all they want. 


The present crisis reveals tension and transition. The tension 
is war; the transition may lead to the deification of nationalism, 
with its concomitant of slavery; it may lead to a new recognition 
of God and the peace that men of good will are challenged to 
make regnant in the governments of the world. 


The peace aims of the Axis Powers are well known. They 
are the political domination of the world; the economic domina- 
tion of every phase of commerce and the spiritual domination of 
the souls of men. As citizens we oppose this political domination; 
as workers, both brain and brawn, we oppose this economic 
domination, and as believers in God, as the source of all human 
good, we oppose this spiritual domination. 


The peace aims of the Allies have not been formulated. The 
League of Nations failed, partly because unanimous action by 
the nations was required, partly because it was not a govern- 
ment but a conference of governments. 


Robert Lee Humber, a graduate of Wake Forest College, 
for twenty years a resident of Paris, last year so aroused the 
citizenry of North Carolina that the General Assembly of that 
state on March 13, 1941, memorialized the Congress of the 
United States “to write the definitive Treaty of Peace in terms of 
the Constitution of the Federation of the World, in order that those 
who are called to give their lives and fortunes for the triumph of 
democracy may have a positive knowledge of the incorruptible 
utility of their sacrifice and in order that this conflict may not be 
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PREPARE’ FOR" PEACE 
Editorial by RUFUS W. WEAVER 


A world community calls for a world government. 


HEN primitive man passed from status to contract, the age 

of civilizations began. Division of labor, the utilizing of 
natural resources and the development of cultures create a con- 
sciousness of community, out of which grows ordered govern- 
ment, devoted to the public welfare. If the experiences of man- 
kind teach anything, it is that a form of government is needed 
whenever a consciousness of community arises, for without 
ordered rule no community can survive. 


The civilized world is a family, not a neighborhood, of 
nations eating at the same table, some seeking to gorge the best 
food. The supreme international need is good’ table manners but 
this is impossible unless there is an accepted code, with someone 
presiding at the head of the table to see that the code is en- 


————— 


194] THE HERESY OF DEMOCRACY 49 


He was a fitting man for such a task. Victor Hugo had said 
of him: 

He ... garrotted the Republic, made the sword of France a gag in 
the mouth of liberty, transported to Africa ten thousand Democrats, exiled 


forty thousand Republicans, placed on all souls grief and on all foreheads 
shame. 


General Grant later paid him this tribute: 


This imitator without genius or merit succeeded in stealing the 
government of his country ... he sought war by new conquests to add to 
his empire and his glory ... the beginning of his downfall was when he 
landed troops on this continent... 


He conspired with the Mexican Church, which had been 
defeated in its latest crusade against the Republic, to procure 
foreign intervention in Mexico. This had long been a dream of 
the Mexican clergy. The conspiracy led to the doors of the Vati- 
con. 


The unfriendly intentions of Louis Napoleon toward the 
United States was revealed in private correspondence, diplomatic 
reports and other information placed in the hands of the State 
Department. The Juarez government, through its Ambassador, 
Senor Romero, cooperated closely with the Washington govern- 
ment in unearthing the intrigues. The Clerical party sent a sup- 
posed “ambassador” to Paris, Juan N. Almonte, who provided 
the Emperor with a pretext for intervening in Mexico by signing 
with him a “treaty” which recognized certain fictitious “claims” 
of France against Mexico. At the same time the exiled Arch- 
bishop of Mexico and the Bishop of Puebla were performing a 
similar role of intrigue at the Vatican. 


Louis Napolean, armed with this “treaty’’ sent emissaries 
to London to obtain British support. Britain, Spain and other 
countries had likewise incurred damages as the result of the dis- 
turbances provoked by the Clericals, among which were the 
robbery of the British legation and of a Britsh consulate by the 
Clerical generals. On October 31, 1861, a tripartite agreement for 
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intervention in Mexico was signed by France, England and © 
Spain. The intervention would be an overt act of challenge to © 


the Monroe Doctrine. Napoleon, in attempting to break down this 
Doctrine, was fighting the battle of the Vatican. Intercepted 
correspondence which reached the American State Department 
told of Napoleon's plans to “colonize Mexico,’ to send out 45,000 
soldiers and “not less than eighteen generals”; this notwithstand- 
ing that the tripartite agreement declared that the intervening 
powers had no intention of interfering in the internal affairs of 
Mexico. Subsequent events show England to have been sincere 
in this declaration and to have been led into a trap. 


The intervening expedition landed in Mexico in December, 
1861. England had only 700 marines but France had a small, 
well equipped army of 7,000 men. The whole conspiracy was 
soon clear to the English Commissioners who, in disgust, sep- 
arated themselves from the expedition; reported to their govern- 
ment, recommending and procuring their withdrawal. Spain fol- 
lowed suit. The British Commissioner, Sir Charles Wyke, and the 
Spanish Commissioner, General Prim wrote jointly to their 
governments: 


The church party embraces all that is fanatical and bigoted in the 
country, and therefore retrogressive in policy, and at variance with the 
spirit of the age, and is detested by a great majority of the people who are 
in favor of a liberal policy. 


The French intervention lasted some two years before, in 
1864, Louis Napoleon and Pius IX were able to bring over the 
Archduke Maximilion of Austria to become the Emperor of 
Mexico. It was at this point that Pius IX stepped in to assume an 
active role in promoting the installation of Mexico's new ruler. A 
letter written to Maximilian by Pius under date of October 18, 
1864, sheds some light on the previous understanding that had 
existed between the Pope and Maximilian. 


The Pope recited in this letter how Maximilian, before de- 
parting for Mexico, went to Rome to receive “our apostolic bene- 
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diction.’ It sets forth what Maximilian was to accomplish to 
“bring back as soon as possible happy days of the Church” in 
Mexico. He chided Maximilian for his tardiness in putting the 
Church program for Mexico into effect, telling him, “we earnestly 
conjure you to put your hands to the work.” 


Part of this work, said the Pope, was that: 


The Catholic religion must, above all things, continue to be the 
glory and mainstay of the Mexican nation to the exclusion of every other 
dissenting worship; ... that no person may obtain the faculty of teaching 
false and subversive tenets; that instruction, whether public or private, 
should be directed and watched over by the ecclesiastical authority; and 
that, in short, the chains may be broken which up to the present have held 
the Church in a state of dependence and subject to the arbitrary rule of 
civil government... 


The letter contained corroborative evidence of the share 
which the Vatican had in challenging the Monroe Doctrine by 
helping to establish the “empire” in Mexico. It concludes with 
these words: 


And besides, you will give a striking example to the other govern- 
ments of the Republics in America in which similar very lamentable 
vicissitudes have tried the Church; and lastly, you will labor effectively to 
consolidate your throne, to the glory and prosperity of your imperial 
family... 


Maximilian, on his arrival in Mexico, received similar 
instructions from the Bishops. He was to restore to the Church all 
its vast possessions and to see “that no one obtain authorization 
to teach false or subversive maxims; that education, whether 
public or private, be directed by and under the vigilance of the 
ecclesiastical authority,’’ and so on. 


But Maximilian had a conscience, and he felt he owed a 
duty to his people as well as to his Church. He therefore made a 
sincere attempt to stand outside the web of ecclesiastical intrigue. 
At once he was menaced by the Papal Secretary of State who 
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The Holy Father could not suppose that his majesty, educated in 
the bosom of a Catholic family which had always been so benevolent 
toward the Church, could ever ignore his own proper interests and the 
message which to him God had confided. He trusts, on the contrary, that 
the emperor will abandon the line of conduct traced out in his letter... and 
that he will thus spare the Holy Father the necessity of adopting the 
opportune measures in order to demonstrate to the world his responsibility 
as august head of the Church, among which measures the withdrawal of 
the pontifical representative in Mexico would certainly not be the least, so 
that he should not there be an impotent spectator to the spoliation of the 
Church and the violation of its most sacred rights. 


In the face of this menace Maximilian spoke words for 
which he deserves to be honored. He said: 


I am more Catholic than other sovereigns and yet | will not retreat 
before the menaces of Rome because |! have no other responsibility than 
that which I owe to God and to my sovereign conscience. 


In the letter of the Pope we quoted a moment ago there is 
a passage which deserves to be underlined, namely, that where- 
in the Pontiff trusts that Maximilian, by his firmness, will give a 
“striking example to the other governments of the Republics in 
America’’ whose liberalism was so displeasing to the Church. 
The passage sheds a ray of light on the purpose of the Vatican in 
promoting the “imperium” in Mexico. It was intended as an 
entering wedge for the. destruction of democracy in the Western 
hemisphere. This Vatican policy came to a head in the course 
which it pursued toward the American effort to maintain the 
Union. We shall study this policy, in a following article. 


The best antidote for the bitterness of a disillusioned trust in 


man is disillusionment in the self. This is the disillusionment of 
true repentance. 


—REINHOLD NIEBUHR 


JESUITS? 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


ROOF of the subversive in- 
fluence exercised by the 
Jesuits, in both spiritual and 
civil affairs, throughout the 400 
“years of their existence, is plen- 
tifully evident by the number 
of times they have been dis- 
banded by the Catholic church 
‘itself, by the Catholic people 
and by liberal and progressive 
governments in Catholic and 
‘non-Catholic countries. They 
‘have been expelled, at one 
time or another (many times 
‘over in some countries) from 
practically every country in the 
world — except the United 
States. They have even been 
opposed by the small minority 
of Catholics in England. Card- 
inal Manning in his diary traces 
the cause of the intense hostil- 
ity to the Jesuits to their alliance 
with Ultramontanism and po- 
litical reaction. 

The following partial list of 
countries and dates of Jesuit 
expulsions, from 1555 to 1931, 
speaks for itself. It was com- 
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. good Catholics may be 
anti-Jesuit; many have been.. 


piled from “The Jesuits—1534- 
1921,” 2 vols., by Rev. Thomas 
J. Campbell, S. J., publ. En- 
cyclopedia Press, N. Y., 1921, 
and other sources. 

The Jesuits were expelled 
from: 
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Netherlands) eae eee ee ara Galicia, Switzerland, Ba- 

China and India GZS varia, Sardinia, Sicily and 

PMULKOY? cco .* 1628 Paraguay) och seboee * 1848 

Abyssinia ue 1682" | Colombia, Sa sh. 1850 

Malia? 4A Loe eee =) 1634" Spain: again’ sieere 1851 

Russic ...... .“ 1723 Turin and Venice 1859 

Savoy ..... Bey DUPE Sefeibieloloy Pn tse * 1861 

Paraguay . 1733. Spain again 1868 

Portugal «2... 27 71789: Rome walt es 

France again “1761 Guatemala .. 

France. dgainig.c. eet “1764 Switzerland 

Poeryeces, scintoeniecdiuhaeciesT) LOL. © GrOYIDCITY poo aeee eee a 

Spain, Sicily, Nepice 767 Brazile eee 

Pama ee ee 1768 = France, all Colleges...cememcncnennnen * 1880 

All Christendom, by Bull of Portugal ...... “1910 
Pope Clement XIV.....July 21,1773 France Again seen “ 1912 


eee eee 

The 19th bk cor was most 
disastrous of all for the Jesuits. 
They were restored by Pope 
Pius VII in 1814, but were ex- 
pelled from: 
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Pramce » <scteecos 
Netherlands 
Moscow and St. Petersburg... * 
Belgium . 
Brest (by the people)...... 
Russia again i 
Spain 3 
Belgian: achools: .f..cessstees “ 1826 
France, 8 colle ges.icccccissucsnsens est 828 
Great Britain and Ireland........... 


FROMce GQGIN  miniccntocacte Ot 
Portugal .. De Re wee en telat 
SPIN AGAIN eeeeeeeee id * 1835 
Rheims (by the vedpie) 1838 
ArQentime cecccsnsnsassenesee 1841 


Lucerne ...... 
France again 
Switzerland won 
Papal States, once, avec 


Forbidden by Catholic aie 
ops in Cape Town, South 
FW enero chad el ily Piva wren ic ht . 1926 


Spain. again eee = t9Sr 


Popes, bishops and people 
of the Catholic Church itself 
have been the most deter- 
mined in this opposition to the 
policies and teachings of the 
Jesuit Order. For they recog- 
nized that the Jesuits are an 
organism within the great body — 
of the Catholic Church that con- 
tinually shows itself to be 
destructive of true Christian 
brotherhood and religious tol- 
erance. Expelled on every oc- 
casion from the different coun- 
tries of the world when true 
Christian aspirations of peoples 
and governments attained the 
ascendancy, the Jesuits suc- 
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ceeded in creeping back again 
and again as the allies of poli- 
tical and ecclesiastical reac- 
tionary elements. Even despite 
their total expulsion from all 
Christendom by Pope Clement 
XIV in 1773, they contrived to 
have their order restored by 
Pope Pius VII in 1814. 

The first expulsion in the 
above list for instance, was 
effected by the Archbishop of 
Saragossa who supported the 
distinguished Dominican the- 
ologian, Melchior Cano, in his 
open denunciations of the 
Jesuits from pulpit, platform 
and press. This great preacher 
accused the Jesuits not only of 
“constituting a danger to the 
Catholic church,” but of ac- 
tually being “the precursors of 
Antichrist.” (See Campbell, Vol. 
1, p. 52.) In an effort to appease 
him, the Jesuits used their in- 
fluence to have him appointed 
Bishop of the Canary Islands. 
But he later regretted having 
accepted this dignity and re- 
signed his bishopric in order to 
be free to return to the attack 
against the Jesuits. Propheti- 
cally he declared: 


“God grant that I may not be a 
Cassandra, who was believed only 
after the sack of Troy. If the Jesuits 
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continue as they have begun, there 
may come a time, which I hope God 
will avert, when the kings of Europe 
would wish to resist them but will 
be unable to do so.” 

The Jesuit party controls the 
Catholic church as the Nazi 
party controls Hitler’s Third 
Reich. Holding no ecclesiastical 
honors themselves, the Jesuits 
see to it that popes are elected 
who are amenable to their dic- 
tatorship, or will become so 
after they ascend the papal 
chair. Pope Pius IX, for in- 
stance, was a liberal and 
hostile to the Jesuits before his 
election; but he turned out like 
Leo XII, who was so anti-Jesuit 
before he became pope that 
his election, says Campbell, 
“threw consternation among 
the members of the Order,’’ but 
“when he became pope he 
understood better the facts of 
the case and became one of 
the warmest friends the So- 
ciety ever had.” 


How much the Jesuits must 
have intrigued for the collapse 
of the French Republic in World 
War I, can be deduced from 
the fact that France had ex- 
pelled them from the entire 
country in 1912, two years be- 
fore it began. They are safe 
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now under the protection of 
the Men of Vichy. Germany 
took the Jesuits back in 1910, 
but against the wishes of the 
Catholic bishops of Germany. 
Having control of the Collegio 
Germanico in Rome, however, 
they have since seen to it that 
those bishops were succeeded 
by a new generation of bishops 
obedient to their control—and 
with whom Hitler would have 
no fault to find. Hitler has not 
banished the Jesuits from his 
Third Reich, and Goebbels is 
a product of Jesuit training. The 
Jesuit Father Tacchi-Venturi 
engineered the pact between 
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Mussolini and Pope Pius XI 
which was signed at the La- 
teron in 1929—the starting date 
of Fascism's series of aggres- 
sions against democracy. 

Like Nazism, the Constitu- 
tions of the Jesuit Order has its 
“Aryan Paragraph"—Jews, up 
to the fifth generation, are 
barred from membership. It is 
thus not surprising that Jesuit 
leadership today strives to 
draw the Catholic church 
away from union with a uni- 
versal democratic brotherhood, 
and into alignment with the 
hierarchical “new order” of 
Nazi-Fascism. 


Miss RutH O'KEEFE (Boston, Mass.): I would like to ask Father 
Stephens a question which no non-Catholic would ask—and that is, why is 
the practice of the Church in the communities where it is dominant so dif- 
ferent from the theory as he has expounded it? I am referring to Quebec, 
and as a matter of fact, to my own State of Massachusetts, where not only 
was the Child Labor Amendment opposed by a representative of the 
Cardinal, but also the raising of the school age to sixteen? 

FATHER STEPHENS: | do not quite get your question. 

Miss O'KEEFE: The question is, why is the practice of the Church in 
Quebec, for instance, where it is dominant, where it has a powerful in- 
fluence on legislation, so different from the theory as expounded by you 
and which we all recognize to be the true Catholic theory? 

FATHER STEPHENS: I suppose you can just chalk that up to the weak- 
ness of human nature and the failure of individuals to live up to the high 
principles of their faith. That is the only answer I can give you. 


From The Stenographic Proceedings, p. 103, The Williamstown Institute of Human Rela- 
tions, held under the auspices a the National Conference of Christians and Jews, 1939. 


THE POWERHOUSE 


By JOHN VAN TUYN 


—a brief introductory sketch of the 


relation between New York City’s government 
and New York City’s Roman Catholic hierarchy. 


HEN Mayor Fiorello La- 

Guardia of New York ar- 
rived in Albany on February 
22, 1937 to urge legislative 
approval of the Child Labor 
Amendment, he found speak- 
ing on the other side of the 
question a distinguished oppo- 
nent—the tall, gaunt Bishop 
Edmund Gibbons of the Al- 
bany Roman Catholic diocese. 
Standing before the committee 
in long, flowing robes, Bishop 
Gibbons read an_ extraor- 
dinary document, a letter from 
Cardinal Hayes of New York 
opposing ratification of the 
amendment. Organizing the 
opposition on the floor of the 
jammed Assembly chamber 
was the official lobbyist of the 
Catholic Big Brothers. 

Despite support of both 
wings of the labor movement, 
including many Catholic union 
leaders, and most of the social 
agencies of the State, the 
Mayor’s dramatic and impas- 
sioned appeal went unheeded 


Cardinal Hayes won the day, 
and the liberal Empire State 
refused to ratify the Child 
Labor Amendment for the ump- 
teenth time. 

Some of his friends insist 
that the Mayor has been a 
changed man since. Whatever 
the dating point, it is today 
clear to the politically informed 
that the wishes of the Catholic 
hierarchy cut more ice with 
Mayor LaGuardia and his Fu- 
sion administration in his sec- 
ond term than it did in his first. 

Public officials will discuss 
the touchy subject only behind 
the back-of their hands, if at 
all, but the sober fact is that 
the Catholic hierarchy now 
plays a greater role in New 
York City affairs than ever be- 
fore in the city’s history with 
the possible exception of cer- 
tain notorious Tammany re- 
gimes. It has always been no 
mean power—as many a ris- 
ing city reform movement can 
testify. As far back as 1886, 
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when Tammany Hall was fran- 
tically trying to beat off the 
threat of Henry George's elec- 
tion, the Powerhouse—political 
jargon for the official chancel- 
lory residence at 485 Madison 
Avenue — did not hesitate to 
come to the Tiger’s aid by 
blasting George and his prin- 
cipal supporter, Father Edward 
McGlyn. Forms and methods 
have changed somewhat, but 
the substance remains. The 
Powerhouse still throws its 
weight around. 

Ordinarily, the non-Catholic 
majority of New York citizens 
accepts the situation with a 
shrug of the shoulders. Today, 
however, Protestants, Jews and 
liberal Catholics regard it with 
a new thoughtfulness. For the 
municipal election is no local 
matter today; it is without 
question the national adminis- 
tration’s most important poll of 
opinion on the vital issues of 
foreign policy—and the Catho- 
lic hierarchy or an important 
section of it apparently has its 
mind made up on the issues 
facing the country. 


President Roosevelt has 
made all-out aid to Britain, the 
Soviet Union and China—the 
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nations resisting Fascist ag- 
gression—a matter of vital na- 
tional policy, apparently, with 
approval of the country’s ma- — 
jority. Mayor LaGuardia, as a 
Roosevelt supporter and as the 
country’s Director of Civilian 
Defense, is inevitably linked in 
the public eye with these 
Roosevelt policies. Should he 
be defeated it will be cele- 
brated on the Wilhelmstrasse 
and in Rome and Tokyo as a 
defeat for the President’s anti- 
Axis policies. 


Twentieth century Catholic 
prelates rarely intervene in po- 
litical affairs as bluntly as did 
their predecessors in the Henry 
George campaign. But it is an 
undeniable fact that most of 
New York's hierarchy, even 
apart from the outright pro- 
Coughlin wing, is opposed to 
the Roosevelt policy of aid to 
Britain and Russia. In this they 
are allied with William Ran- 
dolph Hearst and his news- 
papers. 

Most vigorous opponent of 
the President's policies is The 
Tablet, official Brooklyn dio- 
cesan organ, and probably the 
most widely circulated Catho- 
lic newspaper in the country. 
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‘Long close to Father Coughlin, 

The Tablet preaches week in 
and week out the sinfulness of 
aid to Britain and the Soviets 
and virtually calls for con- 
scientious objection on the part 
of Catholics to such a national 
policy. How far this sentiment 
poisons Catholic clerics, with 
its deleterious effects on the 
execution of national policy, is 
perhaps best illustrated by the 
position of a New York cleric 
in an army camp. 


Father Joseph M. Egan, pas- 
tor of St. Bridget’s in Manhat- 
tan, was removed as chaplain 
of the 165th Infantry, the famed 
“Fighting Irish” of New York, 
for what Hal Burton of the 
Daily News termed “his out- 
spoken anti-British attitude.” 
(Daily News, Aug. 28, 1941.) 
The Father's attitude appar- 
ently infected the men against 
national policy as can be seen 
by another quotation from the 
same story ascribed to a sol- 
dier in the 165th: “If I found 
myself in a trench fighting side 
by side with an Englishman 
and a Russian I wouldn't know 
which to sock first.” 

The Tablet never ceases its 
attacks on the Soviet’s “god- 


lessness,’’ thus carrying 
through faithfully the Hitler 
policy of splitting the anti-Nazi 
nations on the issue of religion. 
Writing in the Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, Demaree Bess 
pointed out (Aug. 9, 1941) that 
this was a cardinal element in 
Hitler's strategy. He wrote: 
“Hitler’s agents have been 
working quietly for more than 
a year to recruit support 
among European Christians, 
paying especial attention to 
those countries in which the 
Roman Catholic religion is pre- 
dominant. .. . This campaign 
to divide Christians had been 
planned by the Germans as 
coolly as they had planned 
their earlier campaign in which 
the Jews were the principal 
pawns.” 


Fundamentally, that is what 
is taking place in New York: 
By word of mouth and printed 
word, bluntly or by delicate 
emphasis, the national policy 
of all-out aid to all countries 
fighting Fascism is being 
weakened. The Nazi game is 
being played right here. And 
it unfortunately fits too neatly 
into the pattern of actions fol- 
lowed by an illiberal hierarchy 
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over the years. What is espe- 
cially disturbing, however, is 
that Mayor LaGuardia, consid- 
ered an anti-Fascist symbol, is 
apparently appeasing the hier- 
archy and thus strengthening 
the trend that would split the 
nation rather than unify it in 
the face of the Nazi peril. 


The Little Flower’s friends 
explain each step as necessary 
higher strategy. They insist 
earnestly that for a practical 
fellow to survive politically he 
must weigh forces carefully 
and “realistically.” Whatever 
the motives, the facts are ines- 
capable. Fiorello has not only 
been playing with the Right 
generally, he has been truck- 
ling to the hierarchy espe- 
cially. This is obviously a mat- 
ter of considerable concern to 
Protestants, Jews and thought- 
ful Catholics who agree with 


President Roosevelt that the 
Nazi rattlesnake must be 
scotched. 


Even a casual examination 
of the record in specific de- 
partments proves beyond ques- 
tion that the Mayor has gone 
far out of his way to appease 
the princes of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. 
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The Catholic hierarchy ha 
always been principally inter 
ested in the education, wel- 
fare, police and fire depart- 
ments and has paid the closest 
attention to all other agencies 
connected with child care and 
with entrance into the city em- 
ploy. The civil service and the 
courts have felt its watchful 
eye. 


Besides its own parochial 
school system, the Powerhouse 
sees to it that it is well repre- 
sented on the Board of Educa- 
tion and the Board of Higher 
Education. And woe be to the 
Mayor who overlooks the re- 
ligious “balance” on _ these 
bodies! At present Daniel Paul 
Higgins, leader of the Catholic 
Big Brothers, is a member of the 
Board of Education. Mr. Hig- 
gins, an architect, finds him- 
self receiving architectural 
contracts from the LaGuardia 
administration, a fact which 
apparently does not lessen his 
opposition to such things as 
sex education in the high 
schools. When the term of Wal- 
ter J. Carlin, a leading Catho- 
lic layman, expired, he had to 
be replaced by one of his co- 
religionists, preferably one ap- 
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proved by the Powerhouse. 
William R. Crowley was 
named in his stead, although 
there was considerable snip- 
ing from the Powerhouse sup- 
porters on the failure to re- 
appoint Carlin. 


On the Board of Higher Edu- 
cation the Mayor found it ex- 
pedite to appoint Dr. Carmyn 
Lombardo, a Catholic layman 
approved, if not actually 
named, by Bishop Thomas 
Molloy of Brooklyn. Lombardo 
repaid LaGuardia by leading 
a furious fight in the Board 
against the replacement of Dr. 
Eugene Colligan, president of 
Hunter College, by Dr. George 
N. Shuster, a Catholic layman 
with a reputation for mild lib- 
erality. 


When Bertrand Russell was 
named by the Board of Higher 
Education as a temporary pro- 
fessor at City College to lec- 
ture on mathematical logic, the 
town experienced a first class 
clerical crisis. Protestant Epis- 
copal Bishop William Man- 
ning formally took the leader- 
ship in the fighting, basing 
himself on isolated,  ultra- 
modern writings of Russell on 
sex but actually, as insiders 
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knew, the chief heat was com- 
ing from the Catholic _hier- 
archy. While most educators 
overwhelmingly rejected Rus- 
sell's early views on marriage, 
they regarded them as irrele- 
vant and merely a convenient 
smokescreen for those carry- 
ing on the fight to discredit 
and finally destroy free, demo- 
cratic city colleges. Support 
for the Russell appointment 
came from educators; opposi- 
tion principally from the pul- 
pits. The Mayor, to the intense 
disgust of the teaching profes- 
sion who saw the auto-da-fe 
implications of his act, struck 
the Russell appropriation from 
the budget, making it techni- 
cally impossible for the Board 
to appoint him, as the majority 
insisted on doing. 


The hierarchy quickly 
pressed. its advantage. Up at 
Albany one of its favorite sons, 
Sen. Frederick R. Coudert, Jr., 
wealthy scion of a rich French 
descended Catholic family, 
helped pilot through a bill 
setting up a legislative com- 
mittee to investigate alleged 
subversive activities in the 
New York school system. The 
near-appointment of Russell 
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figured actively in the floor de- 
bate. 

The result is, of course, well 
known. The Rapp -Coudert 
committee, already adequately 
dealt with by the Protestant 
Digest (see Schoolkrieg, Feb- 
March issue) began its work. 
The fighting spirit of the ma- 
jority of the Board of Higher 
Education soon evaporated un- 
der the bludgeoning of some 
sections of the public press and 
the Mayor who by this time 
was desperately determined to 
prove his respectability by 
throwing alleged Communist 
teachers to the wolves. About 
35 teachers were removed on 
charges of Communistic activ- 
ity, growing out of testimony 
elicited by the Rapp-Coudert 
committee. The teachers were 
all highly qualified persons in 
their respective fields but that 
made little difference under 
the circumstances. Here again 
friends of Fiorello insisted that 
while it might have been hard 
on the teachers and _ their 
unions, it was good political 
strategy. 


How clever was this strategy 
is shown by the fact that 
the Mayor's reactionary oppo- 
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nents, John R. Davies in the 
Republican primaries, and Wil- 
liam F. O’Dwyer, Democratic 
mayoralty nominee, both at- 
tacked him for “coddling” 
reds in the school system. Not 
even 35 heads satisfied them 
—or the groups behind them. 
Appeasement, the Mayor is 
slowly finding out, doesn't pay. 


One of the special objects 
of hierarchical attention has 
been the city’s Department of 
Welfare. Edmund Borgia But- 
ler, a leading lay Catholic, 
acts as the unofficial liaison 
between the Powerhouse and 
the department. In fact, he is 
on the departmental payroll at 
$9,000 per annum, although as 
a lawyer he enjoys his own 
practice. Monsignor York is no 
stranger at the office of Wel- 
fare Commissioner William 
Hodson nor at the Mayor's 
either. The Powerhouse knows 
that it cannot block municipal 
or State relief so it does the 
next thing, guarding jealously 
against any encroachment on 
the Catholic Charities and ob- 
taining whatever support pos- 
sible trom the State for its own 
enterprises. The Powerhouse 
had no little to do with forc- 
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ng out of office the young 
iberal Irish Catholic Deputy 
Yommissioner of Welfare, Clif- 
ord T. McAvoy. Long an ob- 
ect of attack for his militant 
iberalism, McAvoy’s character 
estimony for an alleged Com- 
nunist before the Board of 
Jigher Education promptly 
srought a protesting visit from 
Monsignor York. Note: a week 
ater came McAvoy’'s “resigna- 
ion.” 

When the Bureau of Child 
NVelfare was reorganized re- 
ently into a subdivision of the 
Yepartment of Welfare, there 
was opposition from the Brook- 
yn diocese. Insiders wondered 
why the Mayor dared reor- 
yonize . . . until the mystery 
was explained: agreement had 
seen obtained from the New 
York diocesan headquarters. 
Needless to say, all objective 
xdministrators agreed that the 
eorganization was healthy. 


In the Domestic Relations 
court the hierarchy has ob- 
ained legislative approval for 
eligious division. Probation of- 
icers of that court are now di- 
rided along religious lines, 
with Catholic cases assigned 
o Catholics, Protestants to 


Protestants and Jews to Jews. 
What would happen in the 
event of juvenile delinquency 
in a family where the parents 
are of different religious faiths 
is fearful to contemplate. 


Incidentally, this method of 
division so pleases the hier- 
archy that they are seriously 
thinking of extending it 
throughout these branches of 
civil service that impinge on 
welfare or the family. When 
results for civil service exami- 
nations for social investigators 
were recently announced 
(these are relief investigators 
who visit homes of the indi- 
gent) there was consternation 
at 50th Street. Apparently “too 
many” Protestants and Jews 
had passed. The story is that 
Borgia Butler threatened to ask 
the Legislature to pass a bill re- 
quiring the setting up of the 
religious quota system among 
social investigators in the same 
fashion as now obtains among 
Domestic Relations Court pro- 
bation officers. What that 
would do to the prevailing 
merit system — embedded in 
the New York State constitution 
—is obvious; equally obvious 
is the manner in which such a 
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measure would exacerbate 
existing religious differences. 


In the college system the 
“line” of the hierarchy is clear 
and has been indiscreetly 
given away by some of its 
more zealous supporters. It 
wants nothing more nor less 
than the abolition of the free 
school system and the substi- 
tution of a system of scholar- 
ships. The Board of Higher 
Education spends millions for 
the city’s free college system. 
Were it to turn this money into 
scholarships at $500 each, the 
total number of students going 
to the schools would be de- 
cidedly less but the proportion 
of parochial high school stu- 
dents enabled to attend the 
Catholic colleges would be 
higher. If 1,000 parochial high 
school youngsters received 
scholarships for Fordham, St. 
John's, etc., it would mean a 
gift from the city of $500,000 a 
year to these sectarian institu- 
tions, exclusive of the usual 
tax-exemption. (Catholic chil- 
dren are forbidden by canoni- 
cal law to attend non-Catholic 
schools, except by special per- 
mission of the diocesan au- 
thorities. ) 
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This explains much of the 
bitter warfare waged against 
the free colleges in the guise 
of a fight against Communism. 
Actually, educational authori- 
ties recognize it as a strug- 
gle against Western liberalism 
and are slowly beginning to 
pierce the Red-baiting fog to- 
arrive at the conclusion that it : 
is necessary to hit back un-— 
compromisingly if free, demo- 
cratic, modern, non-sectarian 
education is to be saved. 


Understanding that the same 
tactic would be fatal in the 
lower school system, the hier- 
archy concentrates on two ob- 
jectives: (1) obtaining as much 
financial support for its own 
parochial school system as 
possible; (2) resisting any ele- 
ments of modernism in the 
public schools and introducing 
religious differences there. 

The first objective is ap- 
proached by such methods as 
free transportation for paro- 
chial school children, long 
recognized as the opening 
wedge for the destruction of 
the American principle of non- 
subsidy for sectarian educa- 
tion. In 1916 such Protestant 
stalwarts as Elihu Root arose 
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in their wrath at the New York 
State Constitutional convention 
and defeated any proposal for 
State aid to religious educa- 
tion. In the 1938 Constitutional 
convention, however, astute 
Catholic leaders and oppor- 
tunistic Protestant and Jewish 
politicians circumvented ithe 
traditional principle by an om- 
nibus amendment which in- 
corporated among its myriad 
clauses one permitting the 
State to transport free of 
charge Catholic children to 
parochial schools. Other de- 
mands — free textbooks sup- 
plied by city or State, etc. — 
are in the offing. Archbishop 
Spellman made that clear to 
every politico in his speech at 
the opening of the new $3,000,- 
000 Cardinal Hayes Memorial 
High School in the Bronx Sept 
9, when he said that Catholics 
were saving the state $27,000.- 
000 by supplying parochiai 


school education. Unfortu- 
nately, to the hard-pressed 
poor Catholic family which 


pays both the usual civil taxes 
and parochial school tuition, 
it is an impressive argument. 


Within the public school 
system itself the hierarchy re- 
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sists bitterly any innovation 
along lines of modern educa- 
tion. Sex education is a case 
in point. A carefully - docu- 
mented plea for training of 
older high school children in 
elementary sex hygiene of- 
fered by Ellsworth R. Buck, a 
Protestant member of the 
Board, has been defeated con- 
sistently by Powerhouse pres- 
sure. Appointment after writ- 
ten and oral examinations of 
Joseph Jablonower, a liberal 
from the Ethical Culture School, 
to a post as examiner created 
a tempest. The Tablet, in par- 
ticular, has led the fight 
against Jablonower, charging 
that the Mayor and Paul J. 
Kern, president of the Munici- 
pal Civil Service Commission, 
had plotted to pass Jablo- 
nower so that “red’’ teachers 
might be more easily brought 
into the school system. The 
“Jablonower case,” as it is fa- 
miliarly known in City Hall 
circles, is already a campaign 
issue. 


Released time for religious 
training, vigorously opposed 
by many parents and teachers 
groups as conducive to un- 
healthy division among school 
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children, was passed through 
the direct efforts of the hier- 
archy in New York, which 
wanted some hold over the 
Catholic children who do not 
attend parochial schools. The 
Coudert-McLaughlin law pro- 
vides that local school boards 
may release children one hour 
a week for religious training. 
Archbishop Spellman in the 
above-mentioned speech made 
it plain that any attempt to 
evade the law would be met 
by reprisals from his flock. 
The opposition to the bill, he 
intimated, was led by ‘“Com- 
munists.”’ 


Civil service has always 
been a delicate point with the 
hierarchy. Prior to the advent 
of Fusion parish priests, mon- 
signors, bishops and the Pow- 
erhouse itself had almost as 
much to do with appointments 
to and transfers within the 
city service as Tammany Hall. 
Today all external influences 
have met with the rockbound 
resistance of a _fanatically 
zealous reform commission, 
headed by Kern. Since this is 
the Gibraltar guarding the en- 
trance into city employ, the 
fury of The Tablet, Tammany 


and various other forces 
against the Civil Service Com- 
mission is easy to understand. 
Father Charles E. Coughlin 
put it most bluntly when he 
attacked Kern in _ fantastic 
Streicher-like language in So- 
cial Justice for “communizing”’ 
the police force and giving 
applicants examinations in He- 
brew! These charges are at 
the root of the recent council- 
manic investigation of the com- 
mission. 


Meanwhile, 
maintains an excellent system 
of working among the 160,000 
city employees through the 
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the hierarchy — 


Holy Name Societies in the 


various departments. Com- 
munion breakfasts of these 
organizations are frequently 
occupied with attacks on lib- 
erdlism and unionism. During 
the period of the Spanish Re- 
public's resistance to the Hit- 
ler-Franco uprising these 
breakfasts were often  pro- 
Franco forums. 


CIO unions among the civil 


service employees are another 
object of attack by the hier- 
archy and its friends. In the 
Department of Welfare, where 
the State, County and Munici- 
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pal Workers, CIO, has prob- 
ably a majority of the em- 
ployees enrolled, the Ozanam 
Guild was formed in opposi- 
tion. On the transit lines the 
Transport Workers Union, CIO, 
is too strong to meet in direct 
assault, but it is constantly 
being sniped at by a Power- 
house fearful of a union led 
by left-wing Irish Catholics. It 
is reliably reported that the 
Powerhouse intervened to ob- 
tain passage of the 1941 Wicks 
law making it a felony to leave 
“unattended” any bus or sub- 
way car, a blatant anti-strike 
bill. 

Many devout Irish Catholic 
workmen were stung to fury 
by the refusal of the Power- 
house to permit a delegation 
of Transport Workers Union 
bus strikers to march in the 
annual St. Patrick’s Day pa- 


rade along Fifth Avenue last 


Spring. Denial of the union’s 
request was made direct by 
the chancellory office. 


Fantastic, perhaps, is the 
position taken by the hier- 
archy against public housing. 
Whether the theological or so- 
called moral elements out- 
weighed certain material fac- 
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tors is not known, but what is 
a fact is that in at least one 
case local parish priests in 
Brooklyn, apparently at the be- 
hest of Bishop Molloy, strongly 
counseled their flocks against 
leaving their slum dwellings 
for the new Red Hook public 
housing development. How- 
ever, after the slums were 
razed and the poverty-stricken 
Catholics of the neighborhood 
saw the beautiful, airy and in- 
expensive Red Hook homes 
there were cries of angry dis- 
appointment. The Brooklyn 
hierarchy spun into an abrupt 
reverse and even went to the 
New York City Housing Au- 
thority seeking special consid- 
eration for parishioners who 
had originally refrained from 
applying for admittance under 
Church instructions. 


When Borough President 
Stanley M. Isaacs of Manhat- 
tan had the temerity to appoint 
a Communist newspaperman 
to a post in his office, the hier- 
archy raged. While Father Ed- 
ward Lodge Curran, Eastern 
echo of Father Coughlin, took 
the leadership in the anti- 
Isaacs fight, the rest of the 
Church was not far behind. 
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Signatures on anti-Isaacs peti- 
tions were openly collected in 
Brooklyn and Queens churches 
and even the late Cardinal 
Hayes delivered himself of a 
few choice words of disap- 
proval. Unable to move Isaacs, 
they finally forced the resigna- 
tion of his appointee, Simon 
W. Gerson through a suit ini- 
tiated by the American Legion. 
Isaacs was dropped by the Re- 
publican county boss, Thomas 
J. Curran, as a candidate for 
re-election. Curran, who is re- 
puted to be close to the hier- 
archy, is the first Catholic 
chairman the New York Re- 
publicans have had in at least 
a generation. His attitude has 
given rise to considerable 
grumbling in the ranks of Prot- 
estant Republicans. 


The picture of Catholic hier- 
archical intervention in the 
civil life of America’s greatest 
metropolis is unpleasant to 
Protestants, Jews and many 
thoughtful lay Catholics. It 
stirs unpleasant memories long 
ago buried by most Ameri- 
cans devoted to the traditional 
American principles of separa- 
tion of Church and State. Most 
disturbing is the attitude of 
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non-Catholic politicians like 
Mayor LaGuardia who are 
apparently reconciling them- 
selves to the unwholesome 
process for dubious political 
advantage—if any. 

Friends of the Mayor ques- 
tion whether he will be suc- 
cessful in wooing the hier- 
archy. Appeasement, they in- 
sist, is as fatal here as it was 


in Europe. To dream that by — 


“toning down” his views on 
aid to Britain and the Soviet 
Union, for example, he can 
win over Father Curran, is 
utopian, they argue. 

“But how can this stone wall 
of hierarchical resistance to 
LaGuardia and Fusion be 
broken down?” his friends ask. 


The answer of some of his — 


other advisors including 
thoughtful lay Catholics — is: 


“Only by a sound social 
policy. The Catholic working 
people and small business 
men want a square deal from 
the municipal government. 
Given a decent policy towards 
labor, a wide housing program 
and an efficient city govern- 
ment, no parish priest will win 
them’ back to Tammany Hall, 
whose creature your Demo- 
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cratic opponent, William fF. 
O'Dwyer, undoubtedly is. 
“Nor is foreign policy an in- 
superable barrier. The Cath- 
olic laity is not fascist-minded. 
Point out how Nazism treated 
the Catholics of Germany, of 
| Slovakia of Poland, laymen 
and cleric alike. Point out the 
_dangers to American national 
‘security of a Hitler victory 
| over Britain and Russia. Make 
these things clear and they 
will support you, if need be, 
-against the advice of their 
| spiritual leaders. 
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“The Catholic layman is a 
good American. Thomas J. 
Lyons, president of the New 
York State Federation of Labor, 
and as good a Catholic as ever 
went to mass, is for aid to 
Britain and the Soviets. So are 
his members. 

“There is no reason to fear, 
Fiorello. A sound bold, un- 
flinching social policy, meet- 
ing the needs of the people 
and the demands of defense, 
will win. Any course of ap- 
peasement invites moral—and 
political—disaster.”’ 


f 
| 
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Engrossed in the social struggle, in the midst of unchained 
| passions, the Christian maintains his inner freedom only if he can 
| gain new strength from a Church which escapes the currents of 
the world, forges the characters of those in the struggle and re- 
/minds them ceaselessly of their weakness and of the pitiable 
| insufficiency of their accomplishments. If by some misfortune the 
Church herself enters the lists, if she also tolerates compromises 
| and tries to influence directly the economic and political life, his- 
tory has shown that she falls inevitably into clericalism and rela- 
| tivism, loses her spiritual power and by the same token her social 
| radiance, since she can no longer serve as inspiration and guide 
to those who are immersed in the currents and eddies of the 
earthly city. 
ANDRE PHILIP 


CALL TO CHRISTIAN AMERICA 


[If you want to sign this statement, send us a postcard to 
that effect. Get all your ministerial friends to do likewise —THE 
Ep1Tor. ] 


Until recently the anti-Semitic campaign in this country has 
been carried on by scattered and apparently unimportant indi- 
viduals and groups. Since the Lindbergh speech at Des Moines, 
Iowa, the most important political opposition to the government 
of this country apparently has decided to make anti-Semitism 
one of its major tactics, following identically the Hitler technique 
in Germany. This tactic consists of undermining the confidence of 
its people in its own government by first conditioning the people 
to hate a special group and then associating the government 
with that group in the minds of the people. 


According to the Associated Press dispatch, Charles Augus- 
tus Lindbergh, in an address at Des Moines on September 11th, 
spoke of the Jews as follows: 


“Their greatest danger to this country lies in their large 
ownership and influence in our motion pictures, our press, our 
radio and our government.” 


It would be easy enough to prove that the Jews have no 
disproportionate influence in any of these spheres, but to answer 
Mr. Lindbergh's attack in that manner would be to fall into the 
trap he and his friends have set. 


Such proof was often enough forthcoming in Germany. It 
did no good. 


The intellect alone will not cure this American form of a 
world disease any more than it cured the European form. Lind- 


bergh speaks derisively of “the Jews, capitalists, anglophiles and — 


intellectuals.” The racist does not appeal to the intellect. He 
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appeals against the intellect. He must be met on moral grounds 
and on religious grounds. 


This Lindbergh speech is the beginning of the last phase of 
a definite plan to destroy democratic government in this country. 
It marks a dire threat to our way of life, our humanness, our very 
existence as an independent free people. 


The political implications of this, tragic though they may be, 
are not the primary concern of the Christian people of America. 
That concern is of the moral conscience, whether that conscience 
has ben formed in a cathedral or in a cross-roads chapel. Catho- 
lic and Protestant alike will tremble to read these words of the 
Lindbergh they have loved; for these words strike down not the 
Jew, but a Jew, Jesus of Nazareth, whom they have been taught 
to revere. The past decade has written large what we Christians 
have long known, that anti-Semitism is anti-Christianity. This 
anti-Semitic appeal is a studied insult to Christ, who taught love 
for all men, Jew and Gentile alike. This un-American racism 
would place our Christian creed below the level of our nation's 
constitutional creed. The Christianity which gave birth to 
America must not now become a scandal to Americanism!! 
Christians dare not repeat the mistake of German Christians who 
failed to speak forth their condemnation clearly and unequivo- 
cally when this evil first raised its head in that unhappy land. 


The undersigned therefore issue a call upon the spokesmen 
of Christianity in America: preach and preach again and con- 
tinue preaching against this moral disease of anti-Semitism; let 
not the matter rest when you leave your pulpits, carry your con- 
demnation into the streets and into the homes of your fellow 
Christians; enlist them in a campaign of resistance; call upon 
your youth especially to let no anti-Semitic word pass unchal- 
lenged; this is a moral war out of which may issue the ghastli- 
ness of civil war; into the thick of this moral fight, lead your 
Christian community! 


VITAL LITERATURE 


TWO BOOKS ABOUT RUSSIA 


HERE are at present two 
good books on Russia. One 


is The Soviet Power by Hewlett 
Johnson, Dean of Canterbury, 
published in this country by In- 
ternational Publishers, 381 
Fourth Avenue, New York. The 
other is Russia by Bernard 
Pares, published by Allen Lane 
(Penguin Book Series), 41 East 
28th Street, New York. 

A somewhat abridged edi- 
tion of The Soviet Power has 
been published running to a 
million copies, priced at five 
cents per copy. A hundred 
thousand of these have been 
printed with the following 
recommendation on the cover: 
“We believe that The Soviet 
Power should have a hearing 
among Protestant church mem- 
bers.’ This recommendation is 
signed by eleven members of 
the Board of the Protestant 
Digest. Others on the Board 
sent in their approval too late 
to catch the edition. 

The Soviet Power has been 
criticized as being too fulsome 
in its praise. This was a natural 
reaction on the part of the pub- 


lic which has been consistently 
misinformed for many years on 
what was going forward in the 
Soviet. No panegyric could ex- — 
ceed the cold, flat description 
in the financial section of The 
New York Times of September 
7, of the trans-Ural develop- 
ment during the past fourteen 
years. Whatever the faults of 
the Soviet Government (and 
no great Power is as self-criti- 
cal as the Soviet Power) the 
positive achievement in that 
sixth of the earth's surface has 
been a human miracle. It is 
time our people learned about 
it. The Dean of Canterbury ad- 
mittedly concentrates on these 
positive achievements. He must 
be read by those who are will- 
ing to make a proper mental 
adjustment to a human phe- 
nomenon. 

The other book by Professor 
Pares can be recommended 
without reserve whatsoever as 
the careful, scientific observa- 
tion of a distinguished scholar 
who has made the study of 
Russia his life work. He is pro- 
fessor of Russian in London 
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University and joint editor of 
The Slavonic and East Euro- 
pean Review. 


Pares quotes Maurice Baring 
who “saw the true gentleman 
in the Russian under-dog peas- 
ant.” Pares says “I was anxious 
when I saw so many raw Eng- 
lishmen poured into Russia at 
her worst time, but they look 
back on it as a kind of a free- 
masonry of fellowship. And in 
the technical service of the Five 
Years Plan many an enterpris- 
ing young Englishman, living 
and working day by day with 
the Russian workers, has spent 
some of the brightest and most 
stimulating years of his life.” 


Pares draws in detail the 
shadows which the Dean mere- 
ly mentions. It is gratifying to 
note that the final chapter in 
the book dealing with Russian 
policy from 1939-1940 is en- 
titled “Russia's War Policy.” 
That it has always been a war 
policy has been the contention 
of the editor of this magazine: 
war against imperialism and 
Fascism, but particularly 
against Fascism. Pares makes 
plain the necessity of Stalin’s 
action in clearing the Finnish 
frontier. At the same time he 
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is quite free in his criticism of 
Stalin's methods in this action. 
Indeed this book is marked by 
a critical attitude which tem- 
pers rather than destroys our 
admiration for the Soviet 
achievement. The chapter on 
the drive against religion 
should be studied carefully by 
both Christians and Commu- 
nists. In closing let me quote 
from this chapter: 


The Russian mind is essentially 
religious, and anti-religion is itself 
a religion. The fierceness of the bat- 
tle has sometimes thrown primitive 
minds into fantastic vagaries which 
have been duly illustrated in the 
Anti-Religious Museums — strange 
and mystic visions, the sect of the 
Red Dragon, who preach a baptism 
by fire of all who have been born 
since 1912. But the one thing that 
the Russian cannot do is to get 
away from idealism. Take this fas- 
cinating example. 

Sergius Bulgakov was one of the 
earliest prophets of Marxism in Rus- 
sia, and became Professor of Eco- 
nomics in the mother university of 
Moscow. Under singularly dramatic 
conditions he underwent a conver- 
sion which is strikingly reminiscent 
of that of St. Paul. Under the Bol- 
sheviks he became a priest and was 
expelled from the country. He is 
now Professor of Dogmatic Theology 
in the Orthodox clergy-training col- 
lege at Paris. In a most remarkable 
epilogue to a theological disserta- 
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tion on Judas Iscariot he has tried 
to forecast the future of religion in 
Russia. Making no pretense to de- 
fend the purity of church history 
against its critics, he sees in the 
Communist faith a burning desire to 
create that which we should inter- 
pret as “the Kingdom of heaven on 
earth.” “And we may hope,” he 
adds, “that this will for the future 
is not displeasing to God, and will 
not be turned to shame.” But they 
can no more destroy Christ than 
He was destroyed at the Crucifixion. 
Without the Crucifixion there could 
have been no Resurrection. For that, 
Russian Christianity had to go into 
the grave and “taste” death to the 
full. Christ is being crucified over 
again in Russia now, and he is ris- 
ing again there now. 


This statement of Pares that 
“Anti-Religion is itself a re- 
ligion” reminds us of a state- 
ment of Bulgakov himself 
quoted in the Protestant Digest, 
December, 1938: “modern 
atheism .. . represents a deifi- 
cation of the world and of men 
which is a special form of 
paganism.” 


Pares’s book is complemen- 
tary to the Dean's and is prob- 
ably the best sober presenta- 
tion of what the average Amer- 
ican wants to know regarding 
the one country in the world 
which appears to have the will 
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and the ability to smash the 
Fascist Axis. Ki. i 


DICTATORS AND DEMOCRATS, 


edited by Lawrence Ferns- 
worth, Robert M. McBride 


and Co., New York, 1941. 


$3.00. 


Mr. Fernsworth has given us 
in this book a series of highly 


interesting pictures of the men ~ 


who are making and unmak- — 
ing our world, beginning with © 


Adolf Hitler and ending with 
Fulgencio Batista. Some of 
these sketches, like Jay Allen 
on Pétain and Arthur Krock on 
Roosevelt are excellent ex- 
amples of the straight journal- 
istic interview. Others, like 
Emil Ludwig on Mussolini or 
Lawrence Fernsworth’s own 
piece on Churchill, are more 
what has been called (by Jay 
Allen, I think) ‘book journal- 
ism.’ About half of these pieces 
were written expressly for this 
volume. 


Hitler, as is to be expected, 
gets the most attention; he sits 
for three portraits — Dorothy 
Thompson, H. R. Knickerbocker 
and Lothrop Stoddard — with 
interesting results but —is it 
Hitler? Goering gets two 
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studies, as do Churchill and 
Chiang Kai-shek; the rest but 
one, save for the Spaniards 
and the Popes, who get none. 

Nearly all the expected 
writers are found here: Pierre 
van Paassen, Vincent Sheean, 
Edgar Mowrer, Clarence K. 
Streit, but no John Gunther or 
John Whitaker, or Walter Du- 
ranty. 

I imagine the surprises of the 
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book for the average reader 
are the remarkably human por- 
trait of Stalin given by Eugene 
Lyons and the amusing parry- 
ing between the glamorous 
Claire Booth and the gallant 
Galeazzo Ciano. 

For the 130,000,000 Ameri- 
cans interested in their 194] 
world this book is really indis- 
pensable. 

S. R. HERBERT. 
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AN AMICABLE EXCHANGE WITH FATHER TALBO 
June 11, 1941: 


Dear Mr. Leslie: 


For some months now, I have been reading very closely 
the successive issues of the Protestant Digest. I have been deepl 
pained by this publication, because of its violent and virulen 
anti-Catholicism. It is to my mind, as bad as the old-time Menace 
and similar publications which were published solely for the 
purpose of arousing hatred of, and antagonism to, the Catholic 
Church. 

In a recent statement in America (May 31, 1941) Carlton 
J. H. Hayes affirms that the purpose of the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews is to protect religious groups from attack, 
either by outside enemies of religion, or by religious groups. 
I believe that the Protestant Digest has, issue after issue, gone 
beyond all bounds in its continued and vindictive assault on 
Catholicism. I am writing to you in the hope that you will do 
something about this matter. I do not know just what power the 
Protestant Digest exercises over the minds of the Protestants, but 
I do believe that it is arousing religious prejudice and is creating 
hate and bitterness against Catholicism in general. 

I have taken the time to read through every page of the 
Protestant Digest, Vol. 3, Number 11, April-May, 1941. I have 
checked off the references to the Catholic Church in the ninety- 
six pages of text. I find that there are 107 statements in these 
ninety-six pages to which Catholics would legitimately object. 
Most of these references are barbed with venom and are cal- 
culated to arouse resentment and hostility to Catholics and 
Catholicism. I find only four references which might, in any 
way, be interpreted as favorable to Catholicism. But even these 
four references are favorable only to a small, dissident group 
who are most critical of their fellow-religionists. 

Analyzing the contents of this one issue, and from my 
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studies of the earlier issues, I have come to the following con- 
clusions: 

l. The Protestant Digest does not represent Protestantism 
and is not worthy of the title Protestant. It contains not more than 
a dozen pages which present Protestantism in a constructive or 
in an acceptable form. 

2. The Protestant Digest is critical of Protestantism as a 
religion and as a way of life. 

3. The Protestant Digest, in general, seems to be anti-re- 
ligious, anti-spiritual, and definitely opposed to all forms of or- 
ganized religion. 

4. The Protestant Digest is viciously and maliciously anti- 
Catholic. It makes a claim that it is opposed to organized Cathol- 
icism, to the Hierarchy, to the clergy, but that it is rather favorable 
to liberalism within the Catholic Church. The authorities, how- 
ever, that it mentions are such men as Lawrence Fernsworth, 
Peadar O'Donnell, Vincent Sheean, etc. These men are not Cath- 
olics, intellectually or emotionally. In fact, I doubt that they are 
sacramental Catholics. I know them and their history. They are 
as violently anti-Catholic as are the editors of the Converted 
Catholic, ex-priests like L. H. Lehman. There is no antagonism so 
rabid and so unfair as that of ex-priests and ex-Catholics. 

The Protestant Digest, then, seeks to cause disunity and 
schism and rebellion within the Catholic Church, and to arouse 
antagonism and hostility toward the leaders and recognized au- 
thorities within the Church. 

5. The Protestant Digest seems to accept the basic tenets 
of Socialism and Marxism. Sympathy toward these extreme phil- 
osophies of life and government is freely expressed in its pages. 
Arguments are adduced in favor of Communism and the Marxist 
ideology. These are expressed covertly and subtly. Denials, of 
course, are made by the authors that they are Communists, but 
their arguments and the implications prove that, though they may 
not be members of the Party, they are most favorable to the 
Marxist ideology. 
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6. The Protestant Digest is obsessed by the issues involv 
in the late Spanish Civil War. It is militantly pro-Loyalist an 
actively hostile to the Nationalists. 1 could understand this atti 
tude if it were not so closely linked up with the apparent Com- 
munist trend of the Protestant Digest. A disproportionate number 
of articles in the April-May number and a further disproportionate: 
number of references in other articles indicate that the Protestant 
Digest is actively engaged in carrying on the Spanish Civil War. 
here in the United States. 

7. The Protestant Digest has been, and is, vigorously pro- 
Jewish. Every time that it mentions Jews or Jewish interests, its” 
comments are glowing and fervid. Every Catholic and Protestant 
is, and must be, definitely and vigorously, the champions of Jews 
against anti-Semitism and persecution. But it is rather confusing 
to find that an organ named the Protestant Digest should be at | 
one and the same time so viciously anti-Catholic and so elo- © 
quently pro-Jewish. 

My letter to you is not for publication, as yet. But I shall 
hold the liberty of communicating it, or part of it, to those Cath- 
olics, Protestants and Jews who are striving to create peace 
among religious-minded people and to dispel bigotry and preju- 
dice against religions and races. 

Francis Talbot, S.J. 


Our Reply 


September 8, 1941 
My dear Father Talbot: 


At the outset let me greet you as a member of the Roman 
Catholic branch of the tree whose root is in Christ, the tree which 
has never been disunited and can never be disunited. 

This fundamental unity between your denomination and 
mine (the Baptist) was clearly indicated some years ago. A 
religious verse of my composition had been submitted for publi- 
cation in the magazine Spirit, organ of the Catholic Poetry 
Society. The orthodoxy of my verse was questioned by certain of 
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he editors who feeling themselves incompetent to judge, were 
onstrained to appeal to “authority” and therefore referred the 
question to your good self. You were charitable enough and I 
ay say discerning enough to give me a clean bill of health in 
espect to the theology which underlay the verse. The incident 
evealed that our faith was one faith when it was properly under- 
‘tood. This was the kind of grateful surprise that awaits Protes- 
ants and Catholics alike when they find themselves concerned 
with their deep faith, not with its surface expressions. 

The incident revealed also, however, the authoritarian 
spect of your church, an aspect which comes to Protestants as 
less grateful surprise. For poetry is no far cry from politics, 
Ss you well understand. We Protestants have come to think of 
hrist, and of the priest who represents him, as standing and 
ocking at the door of human activity rather than forcing his 
way in by the use of the “authority’’ which we associate with 
he state. Your church has an unfortunate history of collabora- 
ion with the policeman and the soldier of the state. We believe 
hat your church would prosper throughout the world as it has 
in America if it would abandon such collaboration. Authoritari- 
anism in culture (sectarian censorship of poetry, fiction, plays, 
movies, and so forth) has a tendency to become total and to 
cover every aspect of human existence. In your letter you refer 
to the ‘‘power the Protestant Digest exercises over the minds of 
Protestants.’’ No power whatsover, be reassured, no power except 
the power of the truth we may happen to speak. 

Thus the thrill of joy at seeing eye to eye with you in the 
matter of theology was rather oversharply intensified when I 
realized that yours was, though a mild and charitable eye, yet 
definitely and indubitably an inquisitorial eye. 

Let me explain why, contrary to my own inclination, your 
letter of June 11 had to be published. In your final paragraph 
you held yourself free to send it to undesignated people. I wrote 
to you at once requesting the names of those to whom you 
intended to send it and your secretary sent me your refusal to 
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my request. Since June 11, then, your letter has been travellin 
around. Had I known where it went I could have defended my-. 
self in those quarters. Without such knowledge there was no» 
alternative but to publish your letter. ! 
However, the controversy is now in the open where per- | 
haps it should be. May it be judged on its merits and may our. 
personal relations remain what they should be between human, 
beings. i. 
Let me then quote the 7 points of your attack on th | 
Protestant Digest and indicate briefly a counter opinion. q 
(1) The Protestant Digest does not represent Protestantism 
and is not worthy of the title Protestant. It contains not more. 
than a dozen pages which present Protestantism in a construc-) 
tive or in an acceptable form.” 
The Protestant Digest is not an official paper. This is pos 
sibly what you mean here. The various Protestant sects have 
their house organs. The Federal Council of Churches of Christ 
has its organs. Then beside these there are unofficial papers such 
as the Churchman (with whose editor you have had notable’ 
controversies), Zion's Herald, and so on. The Protestant Digest 
falls into this latter class. As to the acceptability of our form of” 
Protestantism I may say that the most outspokenly Protestant” 
article we have yet published, “Save Protestant England” in the” 
issue you mention, was approved of by such a centrally Protes-— 
tant leader as Dr. John A. Mackay, President of Princeton Theo- | 
logical Seminary. . 
(2) The Protestant Digest is critical of Protestantism as a 
religion and as a way of life.” But it is the genius of Protestantism ~ 
to be critical of itself. | 
(3) The Protestant Digest, in general, seems to be anti- 
religious, anti-spiritual, and definitely opposed to all forms of 
organized religion.” Religion has always been hard on organized 
religion as on all other human institutions. But only as a mother 
is critical of her children. Since religion is the inner essence of 
life itself it is forever breaking through the very forms it itself has 
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reated. By forms I mean not only the more specifically religious 
Jorms, the sharp cry of penitence, the surging Jaus Deo of praise, 
ut also the soberer forms of legal and economic and political 
nstitutions. The central tragedy of the life of the spirit is its con- 
lict with form after the spirit has departed from it. The tragedy 
as its source in the fact that the form (song, creed, liturgy, all 
4uman institutions, habits, manners) which later becomes empty 
and lifeless was once full of life, was once struck out of life on 
life's hour of need or exultation. Therefore it (the form) throbs 
with remembered joy for those who can remember or imagine 
i the circumstances under which it was created and who will weep 
heartfelt tears when it must be abandoned. 

Yet when it gets in the way, or rather when the worship of 
it gets in the way of new life, it must be abandoned. That which 
is childish must be put aside. The words are less important than 
ithe Word. The Protestant Digest believes in God just as you 
| believe in God. But you believe in a church, your church, the 
Holy Roman Apostolic Church. To believe in any human organi- 
| zation, even a church, in the sense of believing in God, is idola- 
trous in our Protestant view. 

As I said the Protestant Digest is not official, represents no 
particular churches, but does claim to represent Protestantism. 
It would awaken Protestantism from its long slumber. 

It is late morning. The dew is off the rose. God is on earth, 
travelling hard, knocking at doors, even the doors of churches. 
He challenges all organized religion. He challenges Protestantism 
to shake off the mesmerism of the economic system to which it 
owes its physical life. He brings the truth of shared bread and 
the truth of universal human dignity. These may be expressed in 
words and the words may be found in Protestantism, in Cathol- 
icism, in Judaism. 

But deeds come before words. If the truth of shared bread 
and the truth of respect for human dignity should be discovered 
as deeds outside Protestantism or Catholicism or Judaism then we 
should not be dismayed or cast down by that discovery. We 
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should rather rejoice that the spirit of the winsome Jewish | 
had burst boundaries once more, had taken captive new lan 
and new peoples and new philosophies. For it is not the 
that quenches but the water in the cup. 

“(4) The Protestant Digest is viciously and maliciously 
anti-Catholic. It makes a claim that it is opposed to organiz 
Catholicism, to the Hierarchy, to the clergy, but that it is rathe 
favorable to liberalism within the Catholic Church. The autho 
ties, however, that it mentions are such men as Lawrence Fer 
worth Peadar O'Donnell, Vincent Sheean, etc. These men ar 
not Catholic, intellectually or emotionally. In fact, I doubt th 
they are sacramental Catholics. I know them and their history 
They are as violently anti-Catholic as are the editors of the Con- 
verted Catholic, ex-priests like L. H. Lehman. There is no antag- 
onism so rabid and so unfair as that of ex-priests and “| 
Catholics.” 

I am sorry you have not seen fit to quote a few passages © 
from the Digest in support of these statements, especially the- 
statement that “it makes a claim that it is opposed to organized 
Catholicism.” I do not recall any such claim. As to the persons 
you mention, Lawrence Fernsworth and Dr. L. H. Lehman are 
the only ones known t6 me personally. 


Dr. Lehman is a convert to Protestantism, a former priest 
of your church, a scholar and a Christian gentleman. When you 
say “there is no antagonism so rabid and so unfair as that of 
ex-priests and ex-Catholics” are you saying a kindly thing about 
your own religion? Why should’ ex-priests be so “rabid and 
unfair’’? 

As for the Protestant Digest it is not a Catholic paper. 
Neither is it a Jewish paper. But being non-Catholic does not 
make it anti-Catholic any more than being non-Jewish makes it 
anti-Semitic. Briefly, we foster every tendency in all religions, 
our own included, which is in conformity with what we believe 
to be the essence of religion itself. We are not unique in this. All 
religious teachers do the same. You Jesuits have followed this 
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practice successfully in many parts of the world and we have 
learned from you in this. But we must oppose monopolistic tend- 
encies in all churches. That is part of our job. We must protect 
freedom, even at the cost of being called “bigoted.’’ We do not 
foster disunity. But we would prefer disunity to the unity of 
Hitler or of Torquemada. Better bigots than fagots! 


Lawrence Fernsworth happens to be a Roman Catholic. He 
does not like to capitalize on his religious affiliations. He prefers 
to be judged objectively on the merits of the truth of what he 
says. He has done more than any other single man to hold aloft 
the standards of journalistic ethics in this critical period. He has 
suffered grievously for his devotion to the truth. Any church 
whose servants would be capable of hounding such a man out 
of its doors would be dishonored by such servants. I have sent 
your letter to Mr. Fernsworth and here is his reply: 


I have taken note of the reference to my person in the letter, dated 
June llth, of the Jesuit priest, F. X. Talbot, editor of the Jesuit Journal 
America. 

This is the journal for which, believing in its honesty, I sometimes 
wrote, and to which for a number of years I maintained and paid for three 
subscriptions, one of them to the American Library in Paris. When I could 
no longer believe in its honesty I declined its invitation to write for it further 
and discontinued the subscriptions. 

This is the same F. X. Talbot, the Jesuit, who, over his signature in 
the New York Times, made insinuations against the mental capacity of 
Cardinal Vidal i Barraquer of Tarragona for his refusal to sign the unworthy 
manifesto of the Spanish Episcopacy against Republican Spain. 

His letter followed, by a few days, the letter, in the same journal, of 
his fellow Jesuit and co-editor of the Jesuit journal America Whelan, who 
said that this distinguished and liberal Cardinal was “mentally incapaci- 
tated.” Yet the mental capacity of Cardinal Vidal i Barraquer was there- 
after considered sufficient to admit him to the conclave wherein a Pope of 
his church was elected. 


This F. X. Talbot is the man who personally and through his journal 
attacked the honor and integrity of your humble servant and his honorable 
colleagues because they tried to write the truth about Spain—such truths, 
for example, as that the war machines of Nazism and Fascism were fighting 
in Spain on behalf of the perjurer Franco; who personally and through his 
journal attempted to advise me of my duty to obey the Spanish bishops in 
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the matter of reporting the news from Spain for the New York Times, which 
I naturally refused; whose Journal defended the Jew-baiter called “Father” 
Coughlin and said that an attack upon Coughlin was an attack upon the 
Catholic Church; which insinuated to Catholics last fall that they could not 
in conscience vote in favor of President Roosevelt. 

Since I find nothing in the conduct of the Jesuit F. X. Talbot, or of the 
Jesuit Journal America, of which he is the chief editor, to indicate that he 
knows aught of first Christian principles, and above all of the foremost 
Christian principle of Charity, I must ask by what right he presents himself 
as a spokesman of religion? 

He pleads for fairness, having in matters of fairness a mind that 
operates on the same level as the mind of Adolf Hitler, and that seems well — 
to have studied the Hitlerian tactic of blackmail. 

His letter to you looks to me like attempted blackmail. I leave it to 
the judgment of intelligent and honorable men whether I have made any 
mistake about that. As I find nothing in his conduct to indicate that he 
knows aught of honor or truth, I must decline to be joined in discussion with 
him on a field whereunto only men of honor and of a propensity toward truth 
have right of entry. 

(In connection with the above letter see Mr. Fernsworth’s 
valuable series, “Catholic Reporter in Spain,” in The Churchman, 
March 15, April 1 and April 15, 1940, as well as his numerous 


articles in the Protestant Digest. 


uw 


(5) The Protestant Digest seems to accept the basic tenets 
of Socialism and Marxism. Sympathy toward these extreme 
philosophies of life and government is freely expressed in its 
pages. Arguments are adduced in favor of Communism and the 
Marxist ideology. These are expressed covertly and subtly. 
Denials, of course, are made by the authors that they are com- 
munists, but their arguments and ‘the implications prove that, 
though they may not be members of the Party, they are most 
favorable to the Marxist ideology.” 

Insofar as “the basic tenets of Socialism and Marxism” are 
consonant with the demands of justice we are indeed sympa- 
thetic with them. Our social philosophy however is much more in 
consonance with that of Saint Francis of Assisi: ‘To each accord- 
ing to his need. From each according to his ability,’ a philosophy 
based on the Gospel of Christ. We realize that this is the ultimate 
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we can work for, a distant goal but one never to be abandoned. 

Peter Maurin, whose Catholicism you would certainly not 
question says that the genuine Communistic article is found only 
in Catholic monasteries and I believe there is much to be said for 
|his view. It must suffice to say here that the immediate practical 
hope of the Protestant Digest for world society may be expressed 
'in the words of Prof. Tillich in his article in this issue (page 13) 
as a hope for “the creation of a planned economy in which 
-enough liberal elements are included to prevent another form 
of totalitarian tyranny.” 


“ 


(6) The Protestant Digest is obsessed by the issue in- 
volved in the late Spanish Civil War. It is militantly pro-Loyalist 
and actively hostile to the Nationalists. I could understand this 
attitude if it were not so closely linked up with the apparent Com- 
'munist trend of the Protestant Digest. A disproportionate num- 
ber of articles in the April-May number and a further dispropor- 
tionate number of references in other articles indicate that the 
Protestant Digest is actively engaged in carrying on the Spanish 
Civil War here in the United States.” 


It is true, if you wish to put it that way. We are carrying on 
the Spanish “Civil War” here in the United States. To those who 
are on the opposite side of that war I wish to say that we shall 
continue to carry on that war. 


This is no new thing. It is over two years now since the 
National Conference of Christians and Jews struck hard at us 
without warning on identical grounds. It is strange that they used 
the same word “disproportionate” that you now use. We devoted 
a “disproportionate’’ amount of space, they said, just as you now 
say, to this matter of Spain. 


The National Conference of Christians and Jews at that time 
did their best (or worst) to rub out this magazine. Indeed they 
might possibly have done so but for the fact that certain Protes- 
tant leaders were kind enough to come to our rescue. Among 
these were James Luther Adams, William Gilroy, John A. Mac- 
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Callum, and Reinhold Neibuhr. Dr. Neibuhr wrote as follows to 


the National Conference of Christians and Jews: 


I did not answer your first letter in regard to the Protestant Digest © 


because I am out of the country and have not seen any of the recent issues. 

I am disposed to answer your second letter however and to do so in 
defense of Mr. Leslie merely because it seems to me that you are accepting 
the Catholic criticisms rather uncritically. If the Catholics have no more 
significant charges than those you quote in your second letter I am all for 
the editorial policy of the Digest. 

You quote one critic: “There is not unanimity of Catholic opinion of 
the subject although the majority of Catholics decided to accept the opinion 
of the Catholic bishops who were present on the scene.’ This is stuff and 
nonsense. The Catholic bishops present on the scene were not impartial 
observers but participants, deeply involved in a feudal order which they 
were desperately defending against other forces. 

Another letter declares “If Franco becomes anti-semitic or fascistic or 
unchristian the first to lead the attack on him will be those who backed 
him when the choice was between Communism and Christianity.” That is 
true to the degree that in the opinion of the Catholic Church a tyrannical 
and authoritarian regime is “fascistic’” only if it is also anti-church. The 
Catholic Church has one basic criterion of political movements: Are they for 
or against the church. If they are for the church they are on the whole 
good, ro maiter what their vices may be. 

Those of us who supported the Loyalist regime were called “Reds” 
and Communists, including the saintly Bishop Paddock, now of blessed 
memory. Father Thorning and his ilk have never had any mercy on us. But 
we are now supposed to be particularly tender toward his type of reaction. 

I quite appreciate the importance of the work which you are doing 
in the interest of religious harmony. At the same time there is a limit to such 
work. Catholicism on its political side is deeply involved in feudalism and 
wherever the feudal social structure is under attack, whether in Mexico or 
Spain it seeks to stop the mouths of protestant critics. I hope you do not let 
yourself in for its efforts along this line. My own personal opinion is that the 
political influence of Catholicism on the Spanish issue was catastrophic. | 
expect to say so for a long time to come. Nor do I expect protection from 
the National Conference of Christian and Jews when Catholic newspapers 
misrepresent my position as “Communistic” as they frequently do. 


Yes, indeed. When a man has a diseased appendix he 
keeps right on referring to it until it is taken care of. Spanish 
clerical-Fascism was the world’s “appendix.” At least that was 
our diagnosis. Time will tell (is telling) who was right. But right 
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or wrong, it would have been quite proper for us to fill every 
issue of the Digest with news of Spain, had we thought it neces- 
sary. 
The fact that the Roman hierarchy wanted our diagnosis 
suppressed was perhaps understandable in the light of the re- 
surgence of the political Church. But that Protestants and Jews 
should have allowed themselves to be used as catspaws by the 
hierarchy is another thing. 


Rabbi Feuer of Toledo has told me of the meetings in 
Toledo on Spain which were squashed, not by the Roman Bishop 
directly but by the local National Conference of Christians and 
Jews acting as his stooges. I can well believe him in the light 
of my own experience. To present the story of the re-writing of 
the events of what you call the Spanish Civil War (what I call 
the Spanish Invasion) by interested groups in the U. S. A. would 
be a capital project for research. How large a part would be 
found to have been played by the National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews in this deflection of vital truth I cannot tell. You 
may know better about it than I. 


That the National Conference of Christians and Jews has 
appeased the hierarchy goes without saying. After all the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and Jews has a very difficult row 
to hoe. For three years it had to endure the Rev. Edward Lodge 
Curran on its National Board. This was indeed appeasement of a 
high order, furnishing the best of all smokescreens to Father 
Coughlin’s Father Curran. We called the attention of the Na- 
tional Conference of Christians and Jews to this matter on several 
occasions. We will not say we had any part in the removal of 
Father Curran from that Board. At any rate we were glad when 
he was dropped, although it is unfortunate that his dropping was 
not announced by the National Conference of Christians and Jews. 


I felt and still feel that the criticism was ill taken by a group 
composed of presumed Protestants and Jews. As for you, Father 
Talbot, we honor you as we honor Father Coughlin and Father 
Sheen, and Archbishop Beckman and Cardinal O'Connell. They 
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are good soldiers and they fight for what they believe in. They 
must despise their temporary allies who betray their convictions 
for a crust of the bitter bread of appeasement. 

“(7) The Protestant Digest has been, and is, vigorously 
pro-Jewish. Every time that it mentions Jews or Jewish interests, 
its comments are glowing and fervid. Every Catholic and Protes- 
tant is, and must be, definitely and vigorously, the champions 
of Jews against anti-Semitism and persecution. But it is rather 
confusing to find that an organ named the Protestant Digest 
should be at one and the same time so viciously anti-Catholic 
and so eloquently pro-Jewish.’’ I can see how you may have 
been annoyed at what you have mistaken in the Protestant 
Digest as anti-Catholicism. But has this anything to do with the 
common Protestant and Catholic sin of anti-Semitism? Anti- 
Semitism is not race prejudice. It is a symptomatic disease of 
Christianity that is false to itself. 

You, Father Talbot, speak for the Jesuits, which means that 
you are a formidable enemy. The Jesuits know what it is to be 
defeated, exiled, suppressed (see page 53). They have risen 
from many graves. They shrink from no sacrifice in the service 
of what they consider the best interests of their church. In your 
eyes my freedom is worthless. For you freedom is only true free- 
dom when it is used to obey God (in which I agree) that is, to 
obey your church (in which I disagree). 

As a Protestant I believe that obedience to God may involve 
disobedience to man. And as a Protestant I must believe that 
your church is composed of men of whom you are one and there- 
fore cannot require my absolute obedience. To me as a Protes- 
tant the doctrine of infallibility precludes conversation. It was 
an English Churchman, Archbishop Temple who said: “If the 
conclusions are prescribed, then study is precluded.” Indeed it 
was a very high Churchman, Kenneth Ingram, who said: “The 
monopoly theory (of an absolutist Catholicism) is merely the 
result of an undeveloped mentality.” 

If others believe differently I must not quarrel with their 
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right to believe differently. If however their beliefs lead them to 
act so that my right to believe differently is jeopardized, then I 
must look sharp. 

A letter comes to the Protestant Digest today from a 17- 
year-old Presbyterian boy. I shall quote rather fully from his 
letter in the hope that you may understand more clearly the kind 
of thoughts that run through the minds of some of our young 
Protestants. His letter follows: 


It is with deep interest that I have been reading the Protestant Digest. 
But there has been no rude awakening. For I have been conscious for years 
of the Fascist threat to this country from pseudo-Christian and American 
organizations such as the Christian Front, the Silver Shirts, Coughlin’s 
personal erratic mobsters, and Ford's band of gangsters, to name but a few. 


Through my high school career, which was just terminated last Janu- 
ary, I made intensive and extensive studies of the forces which were 
gnawing at the foundations of American precepts and ideals. Coughlin, 
Ford, Hearst, Pelley, Hart, and Dies became not only names to me but 
despicable examples of the type of thing which Hitler has glorified. Lice 
who lived off the fat of this prosperous free country were chewing away 
the very things which we young Americans had come to aspire to; freedom, 
opportunity, education. Shall I explain why Dies’ name is attached to the 
list of Fascists? Because, while the Christian Front, the Bund, and other 
Fascist organizations were allowed to flourish, unquestioned and unharassed 
by the Dies Committee, he was “patriotically” exposing such organizations 
as the American Student Union and other so-called “Red’’ organizations 
throughout the nation. Many liberal and tolerance organizations were con- 
demned and decried by Martin Dies while the big guns of Fascism were 
completely unsilenced and Social Justice increased its circulation. Feted as 
the glorious example of American “patriotism” by the American Legion, 
Daughters of the American Revolution, high ranking members of the 
Catholic Church, and many other such bodies of “red-baiters,”” Dies never- 
theless did more to undermine liberal American opinion than any Congress- 
man I know of. 

Print your facts: shout them out. I am only too willing to help. I 
have been propagating your doctrines and my ideals for several years and 
I hope I have many more years to carry on. 

In September, I enter Rutgers University by means of a scholarship I 
have just won. There I hope to develop a technique of writing and speaking 
and increase my knowledge of present and past affairs. By so doing, I 
shall prepare myself for the future, because it is in the future that we young 
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people must live our lives and earn our livings. I must help in trying to 
make tomorrow's world one of tolerance, where Jew and Gentile may live 
together as one; where the oppressed masses of Negroes shall be emanci- 
pated really and live together cooperatively with their white brothers; where 
want and hunger shall be obsolete expressions; a world where war shall be 
banished from human experience and in its stead shall rise peace and 
international brotherhood. All this sounds highly idealistic and as you read 
it, you probably smile and remark cynically to yourself, “Foolish kid, how 
disappointed he’s going to be.” But hold on. Remember Christ? He lived 
over 2000 years ago and pleaded for these very things, and He died for 
them too. Yet, though it has been tediously slow, though we have some- 
times gone faster in the other direction, we have still progressed. We have 
ascended slightly on the long trail up, and we must continue to climb, ever 
upward until we reach the final pinnacle of success. I am not speaking 
now of the people of the present era, for they shall never see the day of 
complete success. But I speak for humanity. They shall inherit the future 
and truly some day, the greatest prayer of all time shall come true: 


‘Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, 
On earth as it is in heaven.’ 


The complacent, conservative, ceremonious religionist must give way 
to the militant, progressive, modern individual who will lead the church to 
new victories and a wonderful new Tomorrow. Gallantly and fearlessly 
we must march, for there is a great Crusade ahead of us. It will tax our 
pocket books, our resources, our initiative, our souls and our minds. But 
we must fight. Onward Christian soldiers, onward as to war, for now as 
never before, the world needs those who will fight for the things which 
Christ lived and died for. I, for one, am prepared to fight for liberty, equality, 
opportunity, and the real Christian American way. To paraphrase William 
L. Garrison: “I must not retreat; I must not equivocate; I must not withdraw 
a single inch; and I must be heard.” For only through my words and actions, 
and the words and actions of millions of other young Christians who will 
live in the future, can we hope to achieve our common goal. 

So carry on your work, Protestant Digest and I will carry on mine. 
Unfortunately I am poor and cannot help monetarily. It is only because of 
a scholarship that I have been enabled to enter college. It was only 
because of a gift subscription from a very kind lady that I was fortunate 
enough to receive your magazine. But I am poor only in money. Health 
and a certain degree of intelligence are my riches along with a small 
amount of experience. With these latter resources shall I contribute to the 
fight which you are so ably fostering and urging all intelligent human 
beings to participate in. 
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This whole controversy no doubt appears quaint to those 
who still dwell in their peaceful eddies of Victorian and Georgian 
liberalism. But you know well that you and I are not playing for 
marbles. Nor for some high-school debating crown. For me the 
issues of this debate appear to be the exact issues of human 
freedom itself versus the ancient enemy of that freedom newly 
armed with modern weapons and wilder than ever to fasten its 
iron claws into the human spirit. For you the issue appears to 
be whether man shall continue on his way through Protestantism, 
through liberalism and rationalism, to what you fear as “atheistic 
communism,” or shall be disciplined forcibly and brought back 
under the wings of your church wherein alone you believe is 
the way to eternal felicity. For you as for me the issue is a real 
issue, a desperate issue, the tragic issue of the very destiny of 
man. 

Kenneth Leslie 


Protestantism has failed in much and must set her house in 
order; yet it is the hope of the world. Its way lies straight and 
clear before it, its duty is plain. Many of the R. C. priests will 
help but the hierarchy is, to my mind, little better than one of 
the dictators. One must needs take a long view of human history 
and human endeavor and human relations with God. I am not 
pessimistic. The Great White Throne cannot be toppled over by 
man. Man cannot escape the consequences of his sinning, and 
God who gave His Son for the salvation of the world is steadily 
and certainly pursuing His way in holy love and absolute 
righteousness, inasmuch as God must be holy and righteous 
altogether else there is no such Being. 


You are essentially and constitutionally a poet. It shows 
itself in all you write. I think you must suffer and are sometimes 


92 PROTESTANT DIGEST August-September 


misunderstood. I too am a poet, without the gift of expression, 
so I understand your sympathy with the Russian and the Span- 
ish and Chinese people. Things in this world are very imperfect 
even when and where men have the best of intentions and exert 
their best endeavors. I think Shakespeare intended to present — 
Hamlet, not as mad but as borne down with the weight of his 
country and woes—"O cursed spite that ever I was born to set it 
right.” But we do not have to carry that burden alone—nor seek 
a solution. Christ found it. We have to apply it. 


Stanley Weaver 
Lower Sackville, Novia Scotia 


Being a Negro Baptist preacher in the Southern Baptist 
area I am forced to the side lines where I can only watch Ger- 
mans, Italians, Russians and Japanese and other races step in 
ahead of my group and get defense jobs while we fight for a 
chance to fight. 


Not having ever been a Negro or doubiless ever lived in 
the south, or been a member of the minority group you can 
never know the trials and heartaches that come to such mem- 
bers that have ambitions, aspirations and intelligence, plus 
religion. 


Personally, I am continuing instantly in prayer to Almighty 
God, with love in my heart for all, and malice toward none, for 
this sinwrecked and wartorn world. I believe that the Judge of 
all the earth will do right. And “That all things worketh together 
for good to those who love God, and to those who are called 
according to His purpose.” 


(Continued on page 94) 


eAnnouncing 


the publication, after 12 years of continuous effort on 
the part of a group of the world’s leading scholars, of 


‘THE NEW TESTAMENT 
| in Basic English 


AND WHY EVERYONE SHOULD 


WHAT IS BASIC 
ENGLISH? 


Basic English is a simpli- 


fied form of Bhglish, re- 


lying on a vocabulary of 
less than 1,000 words 
and a few simple rules, 
with which the sense of 
anything can be ressed 
fae in English. Not 
intended as a substitute 
for English, it neverthe- 
less enables anyone to 
grasp. otherwise difficult 
meanings in rapid time. 
It is a_ tribute both to 
Basic English and the 
wonderful universality of 
the Bible's language that 
this book can be made so 
complete and accurate, 
and at the same time lose 
none of its strength and 
beauty. 


OWN A COPY 


HIS New Testament will be a revelation to all 

students and lovers of the Bible. It is not a 
substitute for your present Bible—but a supple- 
ment to it! It will make passages that may have 
seemed obscure to you, crystal-clear in meaning. 
The dignified phraseology of the King James ver- 
sion that you know and love will take on new 
directness and simplicity. Verses you may have 
thought ambiguous (because the meanings of their 
words have changed through the years) are given 
renewed vigor and vitality. 


How is this possible? Words change in time, just 
like nations. Our traditional King James Bible was 
translated more than three centuries ago, by men 
who spoke the English of Queen Elizabeth’s time. 
But now, leading Bible scholars have translated the 
original Bible into clear, understandable, basic 
English, a simplified form of English as it is 
spoken today. 


Examine a copy of The New Testament in Basic 
English at your bookseller’s today. See what a mir- 
acle of beauty and reverence this Bible really is! 


Now at your bookseller’s, $2.00 


Published by E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY 
300 Fourth Avenue, New York City 


NOTE: TEACHERS AND MISSIONARIES tell us this book is already proving to be 
a real boon to those just learning English, whether children or adults. 
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(Continued from page 92) 
I believe in the democratic way of life. It is the only way I 
know. 
E. W. Perry 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


* * * * 


In the ultimate no subversive movement can be reduced 
merely by frontal attack. True, some efforts along that line can 
be made effective. But I submit that the real remedy must lie in 
a counter movement of deeper and broader proportions within 
Protestantism itself. It must lay an imperative and spiritually driv- 
ing base for clearing out our miserable collective sins, such as 
economic injustice, human barbarism, and perfidious indifference 
of the churches to human needs. 

It is later than we think. Must we wait until the tides of war 
sweep upon us and then have a “too late” Malvern conference. 


Edward S. Boyer 

Head, Department of Religion 
James Millikin University 
Decatur, Illinois 


* * * * 


In a thought-provoking and much-needed analysis ‘‘Where 

Lies the Hope of Democracy?” in your April-May issue, the 
author, Wieman, implies that technology is the mainspring of 
modern Russia. This is far too narrow. The magnificent showing 
of Russia on today’s battlefield suggests a broader and deeper 
inspiration. The book, The Soviet Power, praised in your col- 
umns, suggests Russia's excellent claim to fulfill Wieman’s de- 
mands as to the nature, source, and goal of value better than 
any other operating social system. If not, what system does 
better today? 

Dr. L. A. Eldridge, Jr. 

Great Neck, N. Y. 
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this hotel was named! 


H.. genuine spirit of friendliness endeared this Great 
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THE ROOSEVELT 


Madison Avenue at 45th Steins. ks 


BERNAM G. HINES 
Managing Director 


Mm OY MM i we yy oy My 


KH KK KH KH KH KX KX KH HK F 


Sound Effect Records 


From a cat’s meow to a Ilon’s roar 
. a pistol shot to a world’s war. 


Write for free catalog. 


THOMAS J. VALENTINO, Inc, 
1600 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Inhabit Is Being 


— your church — your home. 


Out 


Mail 
Now! 


Name. 7 03 £8 33 


Address. eee 


THE GEST OF THEIR Ki | 
Workmanship Unsurpi. | 
Outfitters to over 2!! 
schools, colleges, chur | 
and seminaries. _ 
Write for catalog. | 


The World Your Children Will 


Shaped Now by — 


Your Action or Lack of Action 


Fascism is on the march — it invades your own community 


What are YOU doing to offset it? 


FOR A CLEAR EXPOSITION OF AMERICAN FASCIST ACTIVI- 
TIES YOU NEED THE PROTESTANT DIGEST. NO OTHER 
PUBLICATION GIVES YOU ITS VITAL INFORMATION. 
EVERY ONE OF YOUR FRIENDS AND ACQUAINTANCES — 
EVERY PUBLIC LEADER SHOULD BE A SUBSCRIBER. 


. ee ee een MEER LER Ee EEE Re ee = 
Fill PROTESTANT DIGEST 
521 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


Please enter my subscription 


I 
{ 
l 
| 
d CL) $3.00 for 12 issues 
an | CO) $1.00 for 5 issues 
| 
I 
l 
l 
| 
| 


CJ Donation to help your work 


a : Me ae <i thy 
d A is a 


YOU CAN LEARN A NEW 


- LANGUAGE QUICKLY — 
THIS MODERN WAY | 


For deeper understanding of people and events—for closer cultural ties y Z 
among nations—leaders of American thought and action today need to — 
know languages. You can learn a new language quickly and pleasantly. 


IN YOUR SPARE Dey 


Learn a new lan aoa Selec” the scientific 
Linguaphone meth lect your own time 
for study atid practice. With Linguaphone 


you listen to the recorded yoices of ex 
mative teachers. You follow a simple illus- 
trated handbook. You identify and translate. 
Then quickly, correctly, you form phrases, 
sentences, express comp ete thoughts. 


AT HOME AND AT YOUR EASE 


Lingusphone is the ge Firectes. “‘eye-ear’’ method 
ng to speak a new language. In the 
comfort of your own home, you relax—com- 
fortably—learning practically-—without effort, 
sharing the experience with your family. 


Every nuance of pronunciation—every shade 
of correct meaning in the sentences and 
phrases of a new language becomes ate 
without drudgery—without rigid schedule. 
The Linguaphone language method is the 
modern method for modern, busy people who 
want to acquire a new language easily, com- 
fortably, without pressure. 


LINGUAPHONE 


/ 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
l 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 
! 
d 


LINGUAPHONE INSTITUTE 
14 Rockefeller Center, N. Y. C. 
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